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of Ireland, 


My {na 


Lune thought; when," th h private 4 way, 

I lately offered wack of the followihg D 
courſe to your Lordſhip's Ear; I ö 
recetve the command (which I 1 not nom, | 
fo far as it proves to ne à poſſible one, 10 

8 diſobey, or further to diſpute ) of e poſtng 
it thus to the. view of the World, or ſo much 

as to preſent if to your Lordſhip's own Eye. 

It was indeed, impoſũble to me to give 
an exact Account of what was then Diſcour- 
ſed, from a Memory that was So treacherous, 
as to let ſlip many Things, that were prepa- 
red, and intended to have been (aid that 
Day; ; and that could much leſs ("being aſs 
ſiſted but iy very iniperfed e Jo re- 


colleF every Thing that Was ſaid, ſeveral 
Days ME 


* 
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Ihe Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


Net IT Account, upon the whole it is much 
more varied by Enlargement, than by Dimi- | 
nution. Whereby, I hope, it will be nothing 
leſs capable of ſerving the end of this enjoyn- 

ed Publication of it. EE: 

And I cannot doubt but the Injunction 
proceeded from the ſame pious Gratitude to 
the God of your Lite, which hath prompted, 
for ſeveral Tears paſt, to the Obſervation of 
that Domeſtick Annual Solemnity, in Memo- 
ry of your great Preſervation from ſo near a 
Death. That the remembrance 

By a fall of ſo great a Mercy, might be 
erg the more deeply impreſt with 
1674. your ſelf, and improved alfo 

15 (. ſo far as this means could fig- 
nifie for that Purpoſe) to the Inſtruction of 
many othes. „ 

Your Lordſhip was pleaſed io allow an 
Hour to the hearing of that Diſcourſe, What 
was, propoſed to you in it, is to be the Buſinels | 
of your Life, 9 3 

And mbat is to be done continually 2 
once to be throughly done. The Imprelſion 
ought to be very 1nward, and ſtrong, which | 
muſt be ſo laſting as to govern a Man's Life. 
And were it as fully done as Mortality can 
admit, it needs be more ſolemnly renewed at | 
ſet Times for that Purpoſe. : 4 
And indeed, that ſuch a Day ſhould not paſs 
jou without a Fall, zor that Fall be without an 
Hurt, and that Hurt proceed ante « Wound, 
l . EE VVV 7 
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The Epiſtle Dedicator. 
and that Wound not to be Mortal, but enen 
next to it, looks like an Artifice and Contri- 
vance of Providence to ſbem you how, near 
it could go without cutting thorough that 


ſlender Thred of Life, that it might indear 


to jon its Accurate ſuperintendency over 


your Life, that there might here be a remark- 


able Juncture in that Thred, and that when- 


ſoever ſuch a Day ſbonld revolve in the Cir- 


cle of your Year, it might come again, and 


| again, with a Note upon it, ander your Eze, 


and appear ever to you as another Birth-day ; 
or 45 an earlier Day of Reſurrection, |. 

Whereupon, my honoured Lord, the. fur- 
ther Deſign of that Providence is to be tho- 


roughly ſtudied, and pondered deeply. For 


it ſhems it. ſelf to be, at once, both merciful 
and wile, and as upon the one Account it be- 


long'd to it to deſign kindly to you,” ſo upon 
the other, to form its deſign aptly, and ſo 


as that its means, and method might fitly 
both ſerve, and ſigniſie its End. | 
I,, therefore, your Lordſhip ſhall be induc't 
to reckon the Counſel acceptable, which hath 
been given you, upon this occaſion, and to 
think the Offering your {elf to God, a li- 
ving Sacrifice, under the endearing Obliga- 
tion of ſo great a Mercy is, indeed, a rea- 
ſonable Service. Jour Life by that Dedica- 
tion acquires 4 ſacredneſs, becomes an Holy, 


Divine Life. And ſo by one, and the ſame 


mens, is not only renewed, and prolonged in 


A. the 


Ik) be Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
be ſame kind of natural Life, out is alſo 
heightned ard improved to 4 nobler, and 
Far more excellent kind. And thus, out of 
| that umbrage only and ſhadow of Death, 
which ſat upon one Day of your Time, ſprings 

a double Birth, aud Reſurrection to you. 

Whereby (as our Apoſtle ſpeaks in another 
Place of this Epiſtle ) you come to yield your 

ſelf to God as one alive from the Dead. | 

So your New Year (which ſhortly after be- 
gins ) will always be to you a freſh ſetting 
forth i» that new, and Holy Courſe of Life, 

which ſhall at length (and God grant it to be, 
after the Revolution of many fruitful Years, 

wherein you may continue a Publick Bleſſing 
in this wretched World ) End, and be perſe- 

Fed in a State of Life not meaſured by 
Time, wherein you are to be ever with the 

Lord. 5 SS OS 0 On 

Mich will Anſwer the Defign of that mer- 

ciſul Providence towards you 5 and of this | 

Performance (ho mean ſoever) of 


Your Honours 
moſt obedient, 


humble Servant 


e. Howe. 
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I prey you therefore, 9 BY CY 
mercies of God, that you preſent jour 

bodies 4 living Sacrifice: buy," ac. 

oh ceprable unto God, "which is I 
reaſonable ſervice. ., oth | 


T WW © things are more eſpecialiy con- 
ſiderabſe 1n;theſe, ords: be matter 
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Fo 2 uſe of 155 other, 8 8 — 
unt which the Holy Apolile doth. here 
app'y it. 
Our Buſineſs therefore mult be, to ſhew 
the Import of this Exhortation. In the do- 
ing whereof, we ſhall, _ 
1. Explain the terms wherein the Text 
delivers it. 
2. Declare, more diſticftly, the nature 
. the thing expreſſed by then. 
4k L 


Se / Dellication. | 
I. For the Terms. [ By bodies] we are 
to underſtand our whole ſelves, expreſt here 
*, © (Synecdochically)) by the Name of bodies for 
AQiitinction ſake. It having been wonted, 
heretofore, to offer in Sacrifice the bodies of 
beaſts ; The Apoſtle lets them know they 
ate nom to offer up their own. Meaning, 
yet, their whole man, as {ome of theſe fol- 
jowing Words do intimate; and agreeably 
to the plain meaning of the Exhortation 3 
I Cor. 6. 20. Glorifie God in your bodies and 

ſpirits which are his. © © © 
Sacrifice ] is not to be underſtood in this 


place in a more reſtrained ſenſe, than as it 
may ſigniſie whatſoever is, by God's own 
appointment, dedicated to himſelf. 
According to the ſtriFer notion of a Sacri- 
ice, its more noted general diſtinction (tho 
. gene the Jewiſh be varioully diſtribu- 
ee Sigonius NA F 
4e Repub, leb. ted“) is into propitiatory, and 
Dr. Ouir. de gratulatory, or Euchariſtical. 
, 1 * Chriſtianity in that ſtrict ſenſe, 
| admits but One, and that of the former ſort. 
1 By which/One (that of himſelf ) our Lord 
—_ hath perfeFed for ever them that are ſandtiſied. 
We our ſelves, or any ſervice of ours, are 
only-capable of being Sacrifices, by way of 
i analogy, and that chiefly fo the other ſort. 
1 | And ſo all fincere Chriſtians are, as livel 
_ ſtones, built up a ſpiritual houſe, an holy prieſt- 
. hood, to offer up ſpiritual ſacrifices, acceptable 
Is God by Jeſus Chriſt. 1 Pet. 2. 5. being 
„ RP & y both 
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both Temple, Prieſts, 2nd Sacrifices att at 
once. As our Lord himſelf, in Hi is beculi. 
ar Sacrificing, alſo was. 
In the addition of ¶ Hoing ] the deſig ign is 
carry'd on of ſpeaking both by way of al- 
laſion, and oppoſition to the Ritual ſacri- 


num, any thing dead of it ſelf, the 
Iſraelites were not to eat them- 
ſelves, becauſe they were an Holy People 
(though they might give it to a Stranger) 
much more had it been deteſtable, as a Sa- 
crifice to God. The Beaſt muſt be brought 
alive to the Altar. Whereas then we are al- 
ſo to offer our bodies, a living ſacrifice, ſo fat 
there muſt be an agreement. Yet allo, 4 


Deut. 4 21. 


The victim, brought alive, to be ſacrificed; 
was yet, to be ſlain, in ſacrificing : But here, 
living may alſo ſignifie continuing to hive. 
You (. d.) may be Sacrifices and yet live 


the preſcribed way, deſtroy, and that mn ui} 
periſh, in Token of their entire 
devotedneſs to God who offer Cloppenburg. 
it. When we offer our ſelves, tiers. 2 
Life will not be toucht by it, ” 
or at all impair'd, but improved and enno- 
bled highly, by having 4 ſacredneſs added 
to it. Your Bodies are to be offered a Sa- 
crifice, but an unbloody one. Such as you 


hae 
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ficing. By way of alluſion. For a Mortici- 


difference ſeems not obſcurely ſuggeſted; | 


on, According to the ſtrict Notion we find 
given of a Sacrifice it is ſomewhat to be, in 


. Self: - Dedication. 

have no cauſe to be ſtartled at, it carries 

no dread with it, life will be till whole 1n 

you. Which ſhews by the way, ?tis not 

an inanimate body, without the Soul. But 

the þodily life 1 ' bat alluded to, and ſuppo- 
7 


ſed, tis an higher and more excellent one, 
that is meant; ITbe ſpiritual, divine Life, as 


Chap. 6. 13. yield your ſelves ta Gad, 1 
thoſe that are alive from the dead. And 


verſ. 1 1. ſhews what that being alive means, 
Reckon. your ſelves to. be dead indeed unto ſin, 
but alive unto God through Jeſus Cr 

Alive by a Lite which means God, WI hich 
aims at him, terminates in him, and is de- 
rivd to you through Chriſt. As he allo 
ſpeaks, Gal. 2. 19, 20. I am dead to the Law, 
that 1 might live to God. I am crucifi d with 
Chriſt. Nevertheleſs I live, yet not 1, but 
Chriſt liveth in me, and the life which I nom 
live in the fleſh, 1 hue by the Faith of the Son 


of Gad, who loved me, "an gave himſelf for 


me. 

Hoy] though | it be included in the 
Word Sacrifice, is not in the Greek Suna, and 
was therefore added without verbal tautolo- 
. And there were, however, no real one. 
For there is an holineſs that ſtands in an en- 
tire reFitude of heart and life, by which we 
are conformed, in both, to the Nature and 
Will of God, beſides the relative one which 
redounds upon any Perſon or Thing, by 
duc Dedication to him, And Which for- 

mer 


Self- D edication, 
mer is prerequired, In the preſent Sacrifice, 
that it may be, as it follows, acceptable to 
God |] not as though thereby it became accep- 
table, but as that without which it is not ſo. 
Yet alſo holineſs, in the nature of the thing, 


" 


cannot but be grateful to God or well-: 
pleaſing (as the word here ufed , d, 
ſignifies ) but not ſo as to recon- GEE. 
cile a Perſon to him, who was, before, a 
Sinner, and hath ffill fin in him. But fap- 
poſing the State of ſuch a Perſon firſt made 
and continued good, that reſemblanee o 
himſelf cannot but be pleaſing in the Eyes 
of God, but fundamentally and ſtatedly in 
and for Chriſt, as 1 Pet. 2. 5. (before quo- 
| ted.) This therefore ſignifies, both how 
| ready God is to be well pleafed with fuch 
| a Sacrifice, and alſo fignities the quality of 
| the Sacrifice it ſelf, that it is apt to pleaſe. | 
| Reaſonable ſervice] or worſhip, as the 
word ſignifies. This is alſo ſpoken accom- 
modately, to the notion given before of of 
fering our ſelves, in oppoſition to the former 
victims wherein Beafts were the matter of 
the Sacrifice. Thoſe were brute Sacrifices, 
You (d. d.) are to offer reaſonable ones. 
And it ſigniffes, our Minds and ' Under- 
ſtandings the, Seat of Reaſon, ' with our 
Wills and Affections that are to be governed 
by it, muſt all be Ingredient as the matter 
of that Sacrifice. Implying alto the right 
God hath in us, whence nothing can be 
more 


5. | ( ̃ͤ——1—1  . 
more reaſonable than to offer our ſelves to 
him. 15 5 1 
Preſent] that is, dedicate, devote your 
ſelves, ſet your ſelves before Cod, as they 
fitere ad Altare, preſent at the Altar, the de- 

_ ſtin'd Sacrifices, make them ſtand ready for 
immolation. You are ſo to make a tender 
of your ſelves as if you would ſay, © Lord, 
here Lam, wholly thine. I come to ſur- 
« render my ſelf, my whole Life and Be- 
* ing, to be entirely, and always, at thy 
« dilpoſe, and for thy uſe. Accept a de- 

“ voted, ſelf-reſigning Soul! | 


Thus we are brought to the thing it ſelf. 
ZW 5 
2. In the next place (with leſs regard to 
the alluſive terms) we come more diſtinct- 
ly to open, and explain. It is briefly but 
the dedicating of our ſelves. Or as it is 
2 Cor. 8. 5. The giving our own ſelves to the 
Lord. So thoſe Macedonian Converts are 
{aid to have done. And there is a ſpecial 
notice to be taken therein of the word | firſt] 
which puts a remarkableneſs upon that Paſ- 
ſage. The Apoſtle is commending their li- 
beral Charity towards indigent neceſſitous 
Chriſtians. | And ſhews how their Charity 
was begun in Piety. They did not only, 
molt freely give away their ſubſtance, for the 
relief of ſuch as were in want, but jr? 
they gave their own ſelves to the Lord. 


Fut 


7 7 — 


F G 


"Ca 
| 


MM OA | ww 


But that we may not miſconceive the u- 
ture of this ad 3 of grome' our ſelves, we 
maſt know, it is not donation, in the ſtrict, 
and proper {enſe : {yuch as confers a right up- 


on the Donee, or to him to whom a thin 


is aid to be given. We cannot be ſaid to 
collate, or transfer a right to him, who is, 
before, Dominus abſolutus; The only Pro- 


prietor and Supreme Lord of all. It is more 
properly but a tradition, a ſurrender or de- 


livery of our ſelves, upon the ſuppoſal, and 


| acknowledgment of his former right. Or 


the putting our ſelves into his Poſſeſſion, for 
his appointed Uſes and Services, out of 


which we had 7»jurio»ſly kept our ſelves be- 


Self- Dedication. & 


fore. Tis but giving him his own, 1 Chron. 


29 14. All things come of thee, and of thine 


own have we given thee. It is only a conſent, 


and obedience to his moſt rightful claim, and 
demand of us, or a yielding our ſelves to 


tioned 6 to the Rom. 13. Though there 
the Word is the ſame with that 


him, as it is ſignificantly expreſt in the men- 


in the Text, which here we read W. 


preſent. | ene 
And now that we may more 

diſtinctly open the nature of this Self-dedi- 
cation, we ſhall ſhew what ought to accom- 
pany and qualifie it, that we may be a ſui- 
table and grateful Preſent to him, in Evan- 
gelical acceptation, worthy of God, ſuch as 
he requires, and will accept. | 
FA” 1. It 
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It muſt be done with Hunuwledge, and un- 
Aead. It cannot but be an intelligent 
Alb. Tis an act of Religion and Worſhip, 
as it is called in the Text (Service we read 
it, Which is much more general, but the 
Word is Aahtea, worſhip ) Tis indeed the firſt 
and fundamental act of worſhip. And it is 
required to be a rational af. Tour reaſona- 

ble ſervice. Religion cannot move blind- 
fold. And though Anowledge and Neaſon 
are not throughout words of the ſame ſigni- 
fication, and latitude; yet the former is 
partly preſuppoſed upon the latter, and 
partly improved by it, nor can therefore be 

ſever d ſrom it. 

n the preſent caſe it is eſpecially neceſſa- 
ry we diſtin#ly know, and apprehend the 
ſtate of things between God and us. That 
we anderſtand our ſelves to have been (with 
the reſt of Men) in an apoſtacy, and revolt 
from God, that we are recalled unto him, 
that a Mediator is appointed on purpoſe 
thorough whom we are to approach him, 
and render our ſelves back unto him. That 
ſo this may be our ſenſe in our return, | 
Lord, I have here brought thee back a 

«. fray, a wandring 3 nine own ſelf. 

*I have heard what the Redeemer, of thy 
4 O conſtituting hath done and ſuffered 
* for the reconciling and reducing of ſuch, 
and, againſt thy known deſc, gu, ] can no 
. * longer withhold my ſelf. | 
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2. With ſerious Confederation. © It muſt be 
4 deliberate ddt. How many underſtand 
| Matters of greateſt Importance; which, they 
never conſider, and periſh by not conſidering 
what they now e 
Confederation is nothing elſe but the re- 
volving of what we knew before. The actu- 
ating the habitual Knowledge we had of 
Things. A more diſtinct reviewing of our 
former Notices belonging to any Caſe, a 
recollecting and gathering them uP, a com- 
paring them together 3 and, for ſuch as ap- 
pear more Momentous, a repeating, and 
inculcating them upon our felves, that we 
may be urg d on to ſuitable Action. And 
this, though of It {olf, without the Power, 
e 


* and Influence of the Divine Spirit, is not 
G ſufficient, | yet being, the Means he Works 
| 


by, is moſt neceſſary to aur becoming Chriſti- 
ans, i. e. if we ſpeak of becoming ſo, not 
by fate, of by chance, as, too many only are, 
but by our own Choice and Deſign. Which 
is the ſame Thing, with dedicating our ſelves 
to God through Chriſt, whereof we are diſ- 

courſing. For upon our having thus conſi- 
dered and comprehended the whole Com- 
| paſs of the Caſe in our Thoughts, either 

the Temper of our Hearts would be ſuch 
that we would, hereupon, dedicate our 
ſelves, or we would not; if we would, it 
is becauſe we ſhould: judge the Argument 
for it more weighty than the Obje&jons, 
ich | EY which, 


a Self- Dedication. 


* 


which, without ſuch pondering of both, 


we are not likely to apprehend, and, ſo, 
for want of this Conſideration, are never Iike- 
ly to become Chriſtians at all. Or, if we 
would not, it is becauſe to the more carnal 
Temper of our Hearts, the ObjeFions would 
outweigh. And then, it we do ſeem to 
Conſent, it is becauſe what 7s to be ObjeFed 
came not in view. And ſo we ſhould be 
Chriſtians to no Purpoſe. Our Contract with 
the Redeemer were void in the making, we 
ſhonld only ſeem pleaſed with the Terms 
of Chriſtianity, becauſe we have not dige- 
ſted them in our Thoughts. So our AQ 
undoes it ſelf in the very doing. It car- 
ries an implicit, virtual Repentance in it, of 


what is done. We enter our ſelves Chri- 
ſtians, upon ſurprize, or miſtake. ' And if 


we had conſidered what we are, conſe- 


quently, to do, what to forbear, what to 


forego, what to endure, would not have 
done it. And therefore when we do come 
diſtinctly to apprehend all this, are like 4 
Fually to Repent and Revolt. As they John 
6. who while they underſtood not what 
it was to be a Chriſtian, ſeem'd very for- 


ward followers of Chriſt. But when they 


did more fully underſtand it, upon his tel- 
ling them plainly, went back and walked no 


more with him. And he lets them go (. 
a.) © mend your ſelves if you can, ſee 


*. where you can get you a better Maſter. 


3. With 
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- With a determinate Judgment, at 
length, that this ought to be done. There 
are two extreams in this Matter. Some will 
not conſeder at all, and ſo not do this Thing 
and ſome will conſider always, and ſo, never 
do it. Stand, Shall [? Shall J? Halt be- 
tween Two Opinions. Theſe are both of 
them very vicious and faulty Extreams in 
Reference to the Management even of Secu- 
lar Affairs, botth of them contrary to that 
Prudence which ſhould govern our Acti- 
ons, 7. e. when Men will never conſider 
what is neceſſary to be done, and ſo neg- 
lect their moſt important Concernments; 3 
or, when they will never have done con- 
ſidering, which is the ſame Thing, as if 
they had never taken up any Thought of 
the Matter at all. Indeed, in the preſent 
Caſe, tis a Reproach to the bleſſed God 
to conſider longer, than till we have well 
digeſted the ſtate of the Caſe. As if it 
were difficulty to determine the Matter, te- 
tween him and the Devil, which were the 
better, or more rightful Lord! We muſt 
at laſt be at a Point, and come to a judi- 
cious Determination of the Queſtion. As 
thoſe ſincerely reſolved Chriſtians had 
done, John 6. 68, 69. Who allo expreſs the 
Reaſons that had ( before that Time no 
doubt) determined them. Lord, whither 
ſhall we go? Thou haſt the IWords of Eternal 
Life. Aud we believe, and are ſure, that 
B 


thou 


12 Self-Dedication. 
thou art that Chriſt, the Son of the Livin 
bo, Roos io „ 
4. With Liberty of Spirit, having thrown 
off all former Bonds, and quite diſingaged 
our ſelves from other Maſters. As they 
ſpeak, Iſa. 26. 13. Other Lords beſides the 
have had Dominion over us, but by thee on 
will we make mention of thy Name. Fol 
our Saviour expreſly tells us, No Man ca- 
ſerve Two Maſters, Mat. 6. 24. When thol 

i Dedititii the People of Collatia 
e n were about the Buſineſs of Caf 
pitulating in order to the ſurrender of them 
iets the Queſtion put, on the Roman 
part was, Eſtne Populus Collatinus in ſua po 
teſtate ? Are the Collatine People in their om 
Power? Wherein Satisfaction being given 
the Matter is concluded. In the preſent 
Caſe of yielding our ſelves to God, the 
Queſticn cannot be concerning any previ| 
ons. Tie iz Point of Right, or that could 
urge Conſcience. There cannot be ſo much 
as à plaulible pretender, againſt him. Bu 
there muſt be a Liberty, in Oppoſition to 
preingaged Inclinations, and Afections. And 
this muſt be the Senſe of the ſincere Soul, in 
treating the Matter of its Self-ſurrender, and 
Dedication, with the great God, to be 2 
bie to ſay to the Queſtion, Art thou undef 
un former contrary Bonds? * Lerd, Tam un: 
IF der none, 1 know, that ought to bind 
** me, or that juſtly can, againſt thy formal 
| ___ * Yoveiſ 
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Sovereign Right. I had indeed ſuffered 
other Bonds to take Place in my Heart, 


and the Affections of my Soul, but they 


were Bonds of [niquity, which 1 ſcruple 
not to break, and Repent that ever [ 


1 made, I took my ſelf indeed to be my 


own, and have livd to my ſelf, only 


pleasd and ſervd and ſought m ſelf, as 
if 1 were Created and Born for no o- 
ther Purpoſe, and if the Senſe of my 
Heart had been put into Words, there 


was Inſolence enough to have conceiv'd 


ſuch as theſe ; not n Tongue only, but 
my whole Man, Body and Soul, all my 
Parts and Powers. my Eſtate and Name, 


and Strength, and Time, are all my own ; 


% h Lord over me? And while [ pleas d 
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ſelf with ſuch an imagined Liberty, and 


'Self-dominion, no Idol was too deſpi 


cable to Command my Homage. I have 
done worſe than proſtrated my Eody to 

a Stock, my Soul hath humbled it ſelf 
and bow'd down to a Clod of Clay. 

My Thoughts, and Deſires, and Hopes. 
and Joies have all ſtcopt to fo mean Tri- 


fi:s, as Wealth, or Eale, or Pleaſure, or 


Fame, all but ſo many Fragments of 


Earth, or (the leſs conſiſtent) Vapours | 


ſprung rom it. And whereas this World 
iz nothing elſe but a bundle of Luſis, 

none of them was too baſe to Rule me. 
And while I Th ducht my {lf at Liber- 


D 2 a, 
» 7. 
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3 ty, I have been 'a Servant to Corruption. 


« But. now, Lord, I have, through thy 


4 Mercy learnt to abandon and abhor my 


„ ſelf. Thy Grace appearing, hath taught 
« me to deny Ongodlineſs and worldly Luſts. 
“Thou haſt overcome, enjoy thine own 
& Conqueſt. I amgriev'd for it, and Re- 


« pent from my Soul that ever 1 did. put 


« thee to contend for, and Conquer thine 
« own... And ſo doth this Self-dedication 
carry in it Repentance from dead Works, and 
towards God. 5 en 48 
J. With a Plenary full Bent of Heart and 


Will. As that, 1 have ſworn, and will per- 


form, that 1 will keep thy Righteous Judg- 


ments, Pſalm 1 19.106. Or, that, I have 
inclin'd my Heart, to keep thy Statutes always 


unto the end, ver. 112. And herein doth 
this Self- Dedication more principally con- 
fiſt, viz. in 4 reſolved willingneſs, to yield 
my ſelf, as God's own Property, to be for 
him, and not for another. Which reſolved- 
neſs of Will, though it may, in ſeveral Re- 
ſpects, admit of ſeveral Names, or be clo- 


thed with diſtinct Notions, is but one and 


the ſame ſubjtantial AF, It may be called, 
in reſpe# of the Competition which there was 


in the Caſe, Choice. Or in reſpect of the 


Propoſal made to me of ſuch a Thing to be 
done, Conſent. . But theſe are, abſtracting 
from theſe References, the ſame AF, which, 
in it ſelf conſidered, is only a reſolute Voli- 
a9 * x tion. 
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tion. Twill be the Lords. © Which Reſolu- 
tion, if one do, (whether mentally or vo- 
cally) direct to God or Chriſt, then it puts 
on the Nature of a Vom; and ſo is ſitiy 
called devoting one ſe l. 
It carries in it, as a Thing ſuppoſed, the 
implanted Divine Lite and Nature, where-' 
by we are truly ſaid to preſent our ſelves li- 
ding Sacrifices, as in the Text, Or as ĩt is ex- 
preſt in that other Place, (4. 6. 13. 710 
yield our ſelves to God, as thoſe that are alive 
from the Dead; (as verſ. 11.) alive to God 
thorough Chriſt Jeſus our Lord. Which Life 
is not to be underſtood ſimply, but in 4 
certain Reſpect. For before, we were not 
dead ſimply, we were not dead, diſinclin d, 
or diſaffected to every Thing, but peculiar- 
ly towards God and his Chriſt, I hat way we 
were without any  Inclination,” Motion, 
Tendency, or Diſpoſition. And fo were 
Dead quoad hoc, as to this Thing, or in 
this Reſpect. Were aliezated from the Life- 
of God, Now we come to live this Life, 
and are made by his Grace to incline and 
move towards him, of our own Accord. 
Dead Things (or deſtitute of Life) may 


be moved by another, are capable of being 


mov'd violently, without, or againſt Incli- 
nition, hither, or thither. But a Livin 
Creature can ſpontaneouſly move it ſelf, as, 
of its own Accord, it inclinee. 
And whereas there are two more noble 
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Principles; that belong to this Divine Life 
and Nature, Faith and Love. (A great and 
noted Pair as may be ſeen in divers Places of 
the New Teſtament ) Theſe have both, an in- 
grediency into this Self-Dedication. The 
Nature of each of them runs into it, and 


may be perceived in it. And it is hereup- 


on a mixt dd, partaking an Influence, and 
Tincture (as it were) from the one and 
— , ↄ ͤ ͥů˙z d 

Faith reſpects the Promiſes of God, and 
what we are, thereupon, to expect from 
him. And ſo our dedicating our ſelves, to 
God, is a ſelf-committing. We give up our 
ſelves to him as a Truſt, as the Apoſtles em- 
phatical Expreſſion intimates# I kwow whom 
I have believed, and ] am per- 
ſwaded that he will keep that which 
I Have committed unto him (G ν ws ) 
my pawn or pledge, my ſidei Commiſſum a. 
gainſt that Day. The Soul flies to God as in 
4 Diſtreſs, not knowing to be ſafe another 
way. As once a People, not able to obtain 
Tutelage on other Terms, ſurrender'd them- 
ſelves to them whole help they ſought, with 
tome luch Expreſſion, & non noſtros, ſalten 
veſtroc. If not as ours, Yet àt leaſt as your 
own, live, protect, and defend vs. Nor, 
in our ſarrendring our ſelves to God, is this 
any way unluitable, either to us, or to hin. 
Not to us; for we are really diſtreſſed, ready 
LO periſh; tis agreeable to the ſtate of our 
£370 8 Caſe. 


7 Tit. 1. 12. 
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Caſe. Not to him; for it is glorious to him. 
A Thing worthy of God to be a Refuge, 
and Sanctuary to periſhing Souls; and is 
thereupon a pleaſant Thing, a Godlike Plea- 
ſure, ſuitable to a ſelf-ſufficient, and all- uf= 
ficient Being, who hath enough for himſelf, 
and for all others, whom he ſhall have taught 
not to deſpiſe the Riches of bis Goodneſs. He 
taketh . in. them that fear him, and 
them that hope in his Mercy, Pſalm 147. 11. 
He waits that he may be gracious, and is ex- 
alted in ſhewing Mercy, Iſa. 30. 18. He lifts 
up himſelf when he does it, and waits that 
he may; expects the Opportunity, ſeeks 
out meet and ſuitable Objects (as with Thirſt 
and Appetite, an enterpriſing, valiant Man 
is wont to do Encounters, for none were 
ever ſo intent to deſtroy, as he is to ſave) 
yea, makes them, prepares them for his Pur- 
pole. Which he doth not, and needs not 
do, in Point of Miſery, ſo they can enough 
prepare themſel ves; But in Point of Humi- 
li, ſenſe of their Neceſſity and Unwor- 
thineſ>, great need, and no Deſert, nor Diſ- 
poſition to ſupplicz te. 

Theſe are needful Preparations, make it 
decorous, and comely to him to ſhew Mercy. 
A God 3s to be ſought, with humble, pro- 
ſtrate Veneration. And ſuch ay Opportu- 
nity he waits for. Tis not fit for him, not 
Great, not Majeſtick, to throw away his Mer- 
cies, upon inlolent, and inſenſible Wretches. 
ak SB For, 


* 


For, as there it follows, he is the God of i 
Judgment, à moſt accurate, judicious Wiſ- N 
Ao, and Prudence conduQ and guides all WF 7 

the Emanations of his flowing Goodneſs, v 

The part of which Wiſdom and Judgment WM i. 

is to nick the Opportunity, to take the fit ¶ t. 

Seaſon, when Mercy will be moſt fitly piac't, ¶ c 

beſt attain its end, reliſh beſt, be maſt ac- 

ceptable to them that ſhall receive it, and ho-: t. 

nourable to him that ſhews it. And therefore i 

e is added ) bleſſed are they that wait for 

him, that labour to be in a Poſture to meet 

him, on his own Terms, and in his own Way, 
Let ſuch as have a Mind to ſurrender and 
yield themſelves to him conſider this. Ap- 
prehend you have undone your ſelves, and 
are loſt. Fall before him. Lie at the Foot- | 

ſtool of the Mercy-ſeat. Willingly put our 

Mouths in the Duſt, if ſo be there may be 

Hope. And there is Hope. He ſceks afier 

you, and will not reject what he ſeeks, he 

only waited to bring you to this. Tis now 

a fit Time for him, and a good Time for you. | 

And yon may now, in reſigning, intruſt 

your ſelves, alſo, to him. For his expreſs 

Promiſe is your ſufficient Ground for it. 1 

2 Cor. 6, Will receive you, and be a Father 
o you, and ye ſhall be my Sons and 

| Daughters, _ Underſtand the Mat er aright; | 

Your prelenting, and yielding your ſelves to 

him is not to be a deſperate AF. Tis not en- 

„ fungyqurſelvesaway.” You are not throw: 


ing 


The Thing that 7s pleaſing to him, and 
which he invites you to (as he FS KG 
invites all the ends of the Earth“ 45.22. 


to lock to him that they may be ſaved) 


cannot be unſafe, or unhappy to you. 


Again, Love hath a great ingrediency in- 
to this (elf-refignation. And as it hath, fo 


it more admits to be called dedicating, or 
devoting our ſelves. Ts 21 

This Holy, ingenuous Principle reſpects 
more the Commands of God, as the other 
doth his Promiſes, and Eyes his Intereſt, as 
the other doth or own. This Dedition of 
our ſelves, as it is influenc't by it, deſigns 
the doing all for him we can, as, by the 
other 1t doth the receiving all. As by the 
other, we reſign our ſelvesto him for ſafe- 


ty and Felicity ; ſo we do, by this for Ser, 


vice and Duty to our uttermoſt. And an 
ardent Lover of God thinks this a little Ob- 
lation. My ſelf ? Alas! What am I? Too 
{mall a thing ior him, who is all love, and 
who, though he hath it in hand to tranſ- 
form, and turn me into love too, ſuch as ſo 
drofly, and limited a thing was capable of 
being made; How mean.yet, and little is 
the Subject he hath to Work upon | An 
Atom of Duſt | Not Combuſtible, or 


apt io te Wrought upon to tais ( toa 


Divine and Heavenly Love } by any, 
9 | but 


me 2 . * £ C JE "I 
TS An a a * K * 0 > 4 
: N * * CEE 8 HOO #3 : C wo ** * 1 ln * 
7 * = 9 n * * * * 79 1 a 9 - 
* * NS, 5 CY * Kb 4 
n ** \ 2 : 
* = 7 = * * 
3 2 . 


Se- Dedlication. WE 
ing your ſelf into flames, but upon tender : 
Mercies, thither you may commit your ſelf. 


* 
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- bat his Flame. And now therefore but 
a a minute Spark from the Element of Love, 
that muſt, however, thus transform d, teud 
towards its own Original and Native Seat 
It ſhall now flame upward. And this 1s 
all the flame, in which it is univerſally neceſ- 
ſary, thy Sacrifice ſhould aſcend. Which 
will refine only, not conſume it. Though, 
that it may be offer d up in other flames, is 
not impoiſable; nor will it be much regret- 
ted by you; if the caſe ſhould ſo require, 


nos ſhall be deſpiſed by him, if he ſhall fo 


ſtate the caſe. To give the body to be burn- 
ed, without love, goes for nothing But 
if, ia that way, we were called to offer up 

our bodies, living Sacrifices to God, it would 
(in an inferiour ſenſe ) be an offering of a 
ſweet ſmelling ſavour, would even perfume 
Heaven, and diffuſe fragrant Odours on 
Earth. Nor would be grudg'd at by that 


love that firſt made Our 3atzanegy the whole 


of our ſelves, an offering to God. And 


whoſe property it is to be all things, to 


do all things, to bear all things, to endure 
all things for him, whoſe we wholly are. 
So that if he delign any of us to be an 
danse tOO 3 an whole burnt offering, 
and will have to glorifie him in the fire, Love 
will not retra& iis Vow. But ſay, after our 
great Pattern, Not my Will but thine be done : 
And as he, in his peculiar caſe, and de- 


1131 (not communicable with us, though 
1770 the 


— 
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the temper of Spirit ſhould be). Lo I come; 
to do thy will, O God. A. body haſt thou (it 
now appears for this very purpole ) prepared 
Hr me. He loved us, and gave himfelf for 
us. So are we, from our love of him, to give 
our ſelves for bim, and his Uſe and Service, 
in whatſoever kind he ſhall appoint and 
preſcribe. Every true Chriſtian is, in the 
preparation of his Mind a Martyr. But 
they are few whom he actually calls to it. 
Our love is ordinarily to ſhew it ſelf in our 
keeping his Commandments. And, with that 
deſign, we are to preſent our ſelyes to him, 
as the reſolved, ready Inſtruments of his Ser- 
vice and Praiſe. As Rom. 6. 13. Neither 
geild ye your members as Inſtruments of un-. 
righteouſneſs unto Sin But yield your ſelves 
unto God as thoſe that are alive from the. 
dead, and your members as Inſtruments of 
Righteouſneſs unto God. Li 
bus having been more large upon what 
| was more Eſlential, in this Dedication of 
our ſelves, I ſhall be briefer in moſt of the 
other things belonging to it. 
6. It muſt, further, be done with a con- 
comitant acceptance of God. His Covenant. 
(which is now enier'd ) is oftentimes 
ſummd up, I will be your God, and. you ſball! 
be my People. And is reſembled, and fre- 
quently repreſented by the zuptial contract, 
In which there is utual giving, and taken, 
We are to reſign, and accept at the lame. 
| time. 
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time. To take him to be our God, when 
we yield our ſelves to be his. Ans 
5. With an explicite reference to the Lord 
Chriſt. We are to Dedicate our ſelves, af- 
ter the tenour of a Covenant whereof he 7s 
the Mediatour. God doth not, upon other 
terms, treat with Sinners. You are not to 
offer at ſuch a thing as dedicating your 
ſelves to him, but in the way, and upon 
the terms, upon which you are to be ac- 
cepted. The divine Pleaſure is declared 
and known, how great à one, he muſt be in 
all the tranſactions of God, with men; yea, 
and towards the whole Creation, £Ephe. 
1. 6, 7, 8, 9, 10. He hath made us accepted in 
the beloved. In whom we have Redemption 
through his Blood, the forgiveneſs of Sins, ac- 
cording to the Riches of his Grace. Wherein © 
be hath abounded towards us in all Miſdom and 
Prudence. Having made known unto us the 
Myſtery of his Will, according to his good 
Pleaſure, which he had purpoſed in bimſelf. 
That in the diſpenſation of the fullneſs of times, 
he might gather together in one all things in 
Chriſt, both which are in Heaven, and which 
are on Earth, even in him. We muſt take heed 
how we neglect, or over-look him, who is 
by divine appointment ſo high in Power, 
and with whom we have ſo great a con- 
CR; | 
8. With deep humility, and abaſement of 
our ſelves, in conjunction with a profound 
1H Re- 
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Reverence and Veneration of the Divine 
Majeſty. There ought to be the lowlieſt 


ſel fl abaſement, ſuch as that good Man Ex- 
preſſes, Ezra 9. 6. (varied to ones one 
caſe) O my God, I am aſhamed, and bluſh 
to lift up my Face, to Thee, my God: For 


mine Iniquities are increaſed over mint Head, 


to the Mediatour. For ſurely that very Con- 

itution, is, in it ſelf, an humbling thing to 
us. And we cannot apply our ſelves to 
God ſuitably to it, but with a ſelſ- abaſing 

Senſe of our own State and Caſe. Our 
coming, and tendring our ſelves to God, in 
a Mediatour, is, in 11s very nature, an humi- 
liation 5 and carries with it a tacit Confeſ- 
ſion, that in our ſelves we have nothing, 


ation of his could juſtifie our offering our 
ſelves to him, with any hope of acceptance. 
Or make it leſs than an inſolent preſumpti- 


dect to be received into his Preſence, and 
Service. It is not for ſuch as'we, to behave 
dur ſelves towards him, as it we either had 
not Offended, or were capable of expiatirg 
our own ofence. Yea, and if the1e had 
een nothing of delinquency in the caſe; 


yet 


and muy Treſpaſs is grown up unto the Hea- . 
vens, And indeed this is naturally conſe- 
quent, upon what was leſt ſaid, of the re- 
gard that ought to be had, in this matter, 


deſerve nothing, are nothing, are wolſe | 
than nothing. And that only this Conſti- 


on, for Sinners to approach him and ex- 
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yet great Humility becomes ſuch Applicati- 
ons to him. And that in conjunction with the 
rofoundeſt Reverence and Veneration of hin 
Fol our very buſineſs in this Self-dedication 
is Worſpip (as the word in the Text hath 
been noted to ſignifi.) And it is the fh 
and moſt principal Part of all the Worth 
we owe to him, (as was noted from 2 Co, 
8. 5.) Fundamental to all the reſt. W. 
muſt have before our Eyes the awful Maj 
ſty and glorious greatneſs of God. Which 
Scripture often ſpeaks of, as one Notion 0 
his Holineſs, and which we are to have prin 
cipal Reference unto in all - e 
mage we pay to him; as Sacrif 
Aae hs 11 — are — obſerved to han 
been offered to him ſo conſedered. And 
therefore, by this confederation, their ſuit: 
bleneſs to him is to be meaſured, as he dot 
himſelf inſiſt, Mal. 1. 14. Curſed be the ds 
ceiver, which hatb in his Flock a Male, ani 
voweth and ſacrificeth unto the Lord à corru) 
thing, for Tam a great King, ſaith the Lon 
of Eb, and my Name is dreadful among ti 
—. oad3cd}5 1 24 
9. With great joy and gladneſs of Hear 
It ought to be accompanied with the high 
eſt guſts and reliſhes of pleaſure, both fro 
the apprehenſive congruity of the thing, all 
the expeFation we have of acceptance. I 
thing it ſelf ſhould be pleaſant to us. W 
are to do it as taſting Our own ad, as th: 
7 di 
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did, 1 Chron. 29. 9. The people rejoiced for 
a that they offered wilingh. The felt-devg- 
tiog — . — ſnould be able to utter this as 
his Senſe, Glad am I, that 1 am any 
« thing, that I have a being, a Soul, a 
« reaſonable intelligent being, capable of 
* . becoming a Sacrifice to him. And that 
there is hope of being accepted; How great 
a Joy is that? The Apoſtle makes ſo great 
a thing of it, that he ſpeaks, 2 Cor. 5.8, 9. 
as if he cared not whether he was in the 
body, or out of the body, {o he might: be ac- 
cepted. Nuptials (that N as hath 
been ſaid, this Tranſaction between God 
and the Soul, wherein there is mutual Gip- 
ing and Accepting ) are wont to be Seaſons 
of great feſtivity and gladneſs. The great 
God himſelf rejoices in this cloſure, wich 
ſuch a joy, ( Iſa. 62. 5. As 4 bridegroom re- 
joiceth ever his bride, will thy God rejoice 
over thee )) and ſhall not we? How Infinite- 
ly more aimable and delectable is the Ob- 
ject of our Choice than his. When we are 
to rejoice in the ſupream and moſt perfect 
Excellency. He, in what is cloathed over 
ed! ( it he 40 not ſuperinduce another Cloath- 


ig 77g ) with moſt loathſome deformity. 
fro 10. With an ingenuous candour and fim- 


plicity, with that ſincerity which is to be as 
the Salt of our Sacrifice, (Mark 9. ) With- 
out latent reſerves, or an hidden meaning, 
diſagreeing to his. Which were boch un- 

juſt 
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jut and vain. Qnjnſts for we may not de 
ceive any. And Vain; for we cannot de- 
ceive him, The caſe admits not of reſtri- 
ctiors, it maſt be done abſolutely,” with- 
out any limitation, or reſerve. You have 

heard this Self-dedicatios is, in part, an 44 
of love. And what limit can be ſet to a love, 
wWhoſe Objeck 1 is Infinite? A natural limit 
tis true, as it is the love of a Creature, it 
cannot but have; but a choſen one it ought 
never to have, as if we had lov'd enough. 
You know what kind of love is, (and 
cannot but be) due to the al comprehend. 
ing God. With all thy Heart, Soul, Mind 
tad Might, &c. So nher exception, that 

Maimonides, reciting thofe 
. . ei. Words, adds etiamſi tollat ani. 
mam tuam. The ſtream of thy 
love to him muſt not be diverted; or Ing 
courſe, tho” he would take away thy very oy 
or Soul. 


11. With the concomitant Rural to hin 
of all that we have. For they that, by 
their own act, and acknowledgment, are 
not themſthves, their own, but devoted, 
mult alſo acknowledge they are owners of | 
nothing elſe. In that mentioned form of 
Surrender 11 Livie, when Egerins, on the 


| RI a 


/ 


} \ 


People, of Collatia that you. may 
yield ip 205 ſelves 44 ile 


"their own Power 8. And anſwere 5 
| they are. It is furcher enquired, 
Do you deliver up your ſelves, the 


our Temples, your Utenſils, all 


Gel Peiliraliob. 


i 


„ bia, 1 913.68 B09 
Rondus Part had enquired, Are 


* 


you the Embaſſadonrs ſent by, the 
1 aud the Colla- 
tine People? And it was anſwe-. 
ted. ws wre, And it was again 


People of Collatia, your Cty, your 
Fields, your Water, your Bounds, 


Things that are yohrs, both Dix 
vine and Humane, into mine, and. 
the People of Rotnes Power 5 They 7 
ſay, we deliver up all. And he 


o 
* 
wo 


Anſwers, So I receive you. So do 
deliver up themſelves to God, m 
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ue miſſi à Po- 
pulo Collatino, 
ui vos popu un- 


ue Collatinum 
deritis ? Su- 


| 1 Uk „eee Gy oP, > Hy . 
askt." Are the Collatin People. 7 | divifud vpn "4 
pulum C ola - 
mum ur ben, a. 


gro + aq aan, 
terminos, de lu- 
67, utenſilta 


Aivini, humn- 
 nague onwingn 
meam populi- 


que Romani i. 


dimus. At. e- 
bo f ecibio Liv. 
bt pri. 


they who 


uch more, 


a * " . — 
" o 1 * 1 e _"—_— 
8 — 18 A 
p g ws 4 1 
o - - = 
e 
* - * 
0 . 
| 2 : ; 
- c * 
r 
N 


all that they called theirs. Cod indeed is 


ries, They have the »ſe of what his Proyi- 
dence allots them; He reſerves to himſelf 
the Property; and limits the uſe ſo far, as 
that all are to be accountable to him for all 
they poſſeſs. And are to uſe nothing they 
have, but as under him, and for him, as al- 
ſo they are to do themſelves... Therefore as 5 
they are required to glorifie him with their 
Bodies, and Spirits which are his, fo they are 
to Honour hint with their Subſtance, upon the 
lame Reaſon, But few Effectually appre- 
4 Cc , 04 end 
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hend his Right in their Perſons ; which, as 
we ate therefore to recognize, in this Dedi- 
cation ot our ſelves to him; ſo we are, in 
4 like general Senſe, to devote to him all 
that we enjoy in the World. That is, as 
all are not to devote themſelves ſpecially to 
ſerve him ina ſacred Office; but all are ob- 
liged to deyote themſelves to his Service in 
the general? So, though all are not requi- 
red to devote their Eſtates, to this or that 
particular pious Uſe, they are obliged to uſe 
them wholly for his Glory, in the general, 
and for the Service of his Intereſt in the 
World. We are obliged neither to with- 
hold from him, nor miſpend, theſe his Mer- 
cies; but mult live righteonſly (wherein Cha- 


rity is comprehended ) ſoberly and zodly in 


it, dechne no Opportunities that ſhall oc- 
cur to us, (within the Compals of our own 
Sphere, and Station) of doing him (tho 
never ſo coſtly, and hazardous) Service, 
mult ſorſoke all and follow him, when our 
Duty, and our continued Poſſeſſions of this 
Worlds Goods, come to be inconſiſtent; 
muſt ſubnit patiently to our Lot, when that 
falls out to be our Cafe; or to any Proyi- 
dence by which we are bereaved of our 
worldly Comforts, with that Temper of 
Mind, as to be able chearfully to ſay, The 
Lord hath given, the Lord bath taken away, 
bleſſed be the Name of the Lord. 


\ 
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it is indeed the greateſt Abſurdity imagi- 
nable, that they who are not Maſters of 
themſelves, ſhould think it permitted them, 
to uſe what comes t6 their Hands, a# they 
Liſt; for the Service of theit own Luſts, 
and the gratifying of a rebel Fleſh, that 
hath rejected the Government of their own 
Reaſon,' and of all Divine Laws at once, 
Or that he who hath ſo abſolute a Right 
in them, ſhould not have that Right in what © 
he hath committed to them, as to preſcribe 


Rules to them, by which to vſe and impl 


it. At the ſame Time, and in the ſame Senſe, 
wherein we make a Dedition of our ſelves; 
e do the ſame Thing as to all that we 


Have. Even according to common, humane 
Eſtimate, according to what Intereſt Men 


ave in others, or Power over them, they 
ave a correſpondent Intereſt in what they 
poſſeſs. They that abſolutely ſurrender them- 
elves to the Power of another, leave not 
hemſelves capable of proper Dominion as 
any Thing. Therefore ſays the Civil Lam, 
Non licet Dedititiis Teſtamenta facere. They 
ere {0 under ſeveral Notions *t15 true, but 
hey that were ſtrictly ſo, had hot Power to 
ake 4 Mill, as having nothing to diſpoſe - 
pf, No Man has certainly a Power to diſs 
doſe of any thing (and when they ſurten- 
ler themſel ves by their own A® and Deed 
0 God, they acknowledge ſo much J/othets 
iſe than as Divine Rules direF, of permit, 
C 2 They 
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againſt the Counter-claim of Man, but none, 
ure, ' againſt the claim, and all difpoling 
Power of God, whether fignify'd by hi 
Law, or by his Providence. Therefore 

with this Temper of Mind fhould this Seit 
Dedication be made. Lord I here lay uy 
© wy ſelf, and all that belongs to me, mol, 
.* entirely at thy Feet. A Things are of 
_ * thee (as they are brought in ſaying who 
make that willing joy ful Offering, 1 Cres 
29.) What J have in the World is mort 
 * thine, than mine. I deſire neither to uſe 
5 255 ph 8 thing, but byihy leave, and 
& for i fa — | 5 1 | 
2. Mal leut circuwſtantiol Slernit 
i. e. it ought to be dire@, expreſs and capi: 
cite. Not to be hudled up in tacit, mute In 
 tmations only. We ſhould not Conte 
our ſelves that it be no more than imphyd 
in what we do, otherwiſe, And run on with 
it as a Thing that muſk be ſuppos'd, and te 
"wn for granted, never actually performed; an 
It is very true indeed that a compruncd lo 
uniform, courſe and ſeries of agreeable Adi: 
ons, an Holy Life, and Practiae carries 

great deal more of ſigniſicancy withiit, that 
only having, once ſaid, without this, eovcqr 
tis verbis, Lord, I mill he thing. Pnactisi im 
whether it be, good, or bad, more fulh 
peaks our Senſe, and; expreſſes our Hearts 


than 


5s, do not always thut; but 4 con. 
aifice ſbews the habitual Poſttre and | 
ady bent of our Spitits. 


inſafion, iti this Matter, eker 


ubate Words, ſpoken ut ſome particulur 
e, cart do. For they at the moſt , >= 
our preſent Senſe at that Time; and, 


1 explictte 


or do 1 think that a 


Mental, with circumſtantial Solemnity, 


| fential to a Man's being a Chriſtian, or 


Holy Man. A fixed Inclination and 


t of Heart towards God, followed (as 
in be) with a Courſe of Practice be- 
ing them that are his, will no doubt 


lude a Matis ftate to be ſafe and good 


dd-ward. As one miy, on the Other 


nd, be the Devils Servant all his Days, 


chout having made a forntel Covenant with 


Ber yer. mebgh fo expticit;" arid flu 


ranſaction of this Matter be not eſſential 


pur Chriſtianity (as What is (aid to belong 
ly to the Sen of any Thing, is there- 


imply d not to be of the Eſſence of it) 
tit may be 4 great Duty for all that, and 


loubt it not to be fo. 
And it may here be worth the while, to 
iſt a little; that, if this indeed be 4 DA. 


it may obtain more iz our Pratice, than, 


haps it doth. Some, thorough meet in- 
imad verteney, may not have conſidered 


 otfiers that hive, may poflibly think it 
Cs leſs 
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leſs needful, becauſe they reckon it was 
merly, done; for them. They were bom 
Chriſtian Parents, who Dedicated them 
God from their Birth; and they were, » 
Solemnity, prefented to him in their Bap 
What need we, then, do over again, 
Thing already done? 
Let us Reaſon this Matter therefor 
while, and conſider whether, notwithſta 
ing auy ſuch Allegation, Our Perſonal ; 
dlicating our ſelves ta God, in Chriſt, bet 
{till reaſonable, and neceſſary to be perfo 
ed by. our ſelves alſo, as our own ſole 
Act and Deed? 21 


. " 


It were, indeed, much to be wiſht, f 
onr Baptiſmal Dedication to God were m 
Minded, and Thought on, than it ce 
. monly is. When, with ſuch ſacred Sole 
nity, we were devoted to the 7rinune Dif 
and thoie great and awful Names were i 
med upon us, the Name of the Father, 
Name of the Son, and the Name of the! 
ly Ghoſt. Baptiſms are, it is to be fear 
too often in the Chriſtian World, tun 
into a meer Pageantry, and the Matter ic: 
ever Thought on more, hen the ſhew 
over. And, very probably, becauſe 
great ſuccedaneons | Duty 15 {0 unpredi 


L * 


among Chriſtians. 


9 þ b 8 


And firſt, Let it be conſidered, Are th 
no like Caſes? Do we nat know that, tl 
all the Infants in a Kingdom, are born $i 

os jeu 
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eas 3 yet, when they arrive to A Certain 
Age, they are obliged, being called, to take 
the Oath of Allegiance, and each one to come 
under P erſonal Obligation tO their Prince 5 


„nd do we owe leſs to the God that made 
us, an the Lord that bought us with his 


Blo d?“ wal Aar 11 E . 352529 | 
Aziig| Though Al che Ser of ebe, 
were, in their Infancy, dedicated to God by, 
the then appointed Rite Fa that Purpoſe ;, yet. 
how frequent were their Solemm, Perſonal, 
Recognitions of his Covenant; their avonch- 
ing themſel ves to be hig People, as he allo: 
avoncht himſelf to be. their God. Which we 
ſee Deut. 26. and in many other Places. 

Tis remote from me to intend, the preſ- 
ing of 2 Covenant, that contains any diſput an 
be, or donbtful Matters ; or .any;other than 
the. Subſtance of our Baptiſmal Covenant it 
ſelf; conſiſting of the known: Eſſentials of 
our Chriſtianity ; all ſumm'd up. in taking 
God in Chriſt for our God, and reſigning our 
thues to him to be inviolably. bir, No 
more is meant than, that this way be 
done, as our own rea onable Service, and Wars. 
7% 5 as our intelligent, deliberate, judicious 
! ² i ene tl 
And conſider further, to this. Purpoſe, 
the great Importance of the Thing it ſelt, com- 
pared with the leſſer Concernments, where- 
in we uſe to deal oſt explicitely. Is it fit 
that a Man's Religion ſhould be leſs the Mat- 

Ch. -» ter 
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ter of bis ſolemn Choice, than, his inferiour 
Concerns? That when he chooſes his Dwet: 
ling, his Calling, his Servant, or Maſter, 

he ſhould ſeem thrown upon his God, and his 
| Religion, by Chance ? And that 2, DOOR 
appear of Caution, Care, and pun@yal, Deal. 
ing, in our very greateſt Concernment “ How 
great a Day in a Mans Lite doth he count 
his Marriage- Day? How Accurate are Meg 
wont to be, in all the Preparations, and pre, 
vious Seitle ments, that are to be made in 
een 

„ And-fince the great God Is pleaſed $9 be 
fo very Particular with us, in, propoſcng the 
Model, and Contents of his Couenant, the 
Promifes, and Precepts, which make his Part, 
and ours in it; how Attentive ſhould. we be 
to his Propoſals, and how, Expreſs in out 
Conſent? Eſpecially, when we conlider his] 
edmirable Condeſcention in it, that he is ples 
ſed (and diſdains not) to Capitulate-with 
the Work of: his Hands, to Article with. Du 
and Aer. Is it reafonable we ſhould be 
fight and ſyperficial, in_a, Treaty wich that 
great Ford of Heaven' and” Farth ; or ſcarce 


ever, ' pyrpoſely apply and ſet our ſelves to 
r ae 

Moreqver it is your own Concerument, and 
therefore ought to be tranfacted by, your ſelf 
So far'as there is any Equity in that, Rule, 
Cod tangit omnes debet ah omnibis tract art, 
What Concerns all ould le TranſaGed by all, 
WR SET I-65; * r 5 8 '2 "I 


—Y 
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it reſolves into this, and ſuppoſes it. Wy 1 
egit meipſum debet traFare 4 meipſo. | 
which careers . el. Bold he we is 15 


zin, e heing. 6 8 
d ſes from ſalaum, per xt VS 4 
voting, an their, doing off 48s of | 
gion for you, Exeuſes 715 from do 
them for your Rod, bey bare Peat 
far you, are yon. therefore never to Pray 
for yaur ſelves? Aer have lamented your 
8in, RY you never therefore to lament your. 
awn 

Further Seriplane warns us 25 to lay tao. & 
much ſtreſs upon Parental Priuil e. Or 
place too much Confidence in it, which it 
ur. Men over apt to ine Mats 3. 7x 

3,9 Abrghan's Seed may * | Generation 
of. Vipers. John 8. 37, ow y0u are 
Arehan's Sd, yet 1e W i them avother 
Father, 

Conlider moreover, the. rraewing 17 * > 
Gad Grace and Spirit upon Souls, conſiſts 
in ſanckifying their natural, Faculfiec, their 
Underſtandings, Conſciences, Wills, Affe 
Aions. And what are theta. ſanctify A for, 
but to be uſed and exerciſed? And to what 
more noble Purpoſe 2 If there he that Holy. 
lzepreſs upon the Soul, that inclives all the 
Powers of it God-ward ; what ſerves it far, 
but to Prompt and lead it on to the Cor- 
onde A Ads: 2 To apprehend and BY e 
| . God, 
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| God, to admit a Conviction of Duty, and, 
particularly, how I owe zy ſelf to him, 
to Chooſe, Love, Fear, and Serve him, 
and what doth all this import leſs, than 
an entire Self Reſgnation to him? S0 that 
the genuine Tendency of the Holy New 
Nature is, in nothing, ſo directly anſwered, 
a Hoy U gs fights, YO wg 
And 'it' ought to be conſidered, that the 
Faculties of our reaſonable Souls have a na- 
tural Improvement and Perfection, as well 
as a Gracions. And for their higheſt and 
nobleſt Act, tis fit they ſhould be uſed in 
1 their hig heſt Perfection. Tis poſſible, that 
| in the Children of Religions Parents, there 
3» may be ſome Pions Tnclinations, betimes ; 
| and the ſooner they thereupon chooſe the 
| | God of their Fathers, the better, 1. e. if you 
compare doing it, and not doing it, tis bet- 
ter done, than not done. But becauſe this 
is a Thing that cannot be too oſten done, 
nor too well. The more Mature your Un- 
derſtanding is, the better it will be done, 
the Grace of God concurring. Our Lord 

himſelf increas d in Wiſdom, Ne. 
Moreover, let it be ſeriouſly Though 
on (what tis dreadful to think) the Oc- 
caſion you ſhould give, if you decline this 
ſurrendring your ſelves, to have your neg- 
lect taken for a Refuſa!. *Tis impoſſible, 
when you once underſtand the Caſe, you 
n e e ee 311917 ils 


_ anity of another, not his own'? Some way 
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can be zs en Indiffrency about il. Tou 
muſt either take, or leave. 
Nor can it be deny'd but Porfore! Self 5 
devoting, one way, or other ( more, or leſs) 
Solemn ) is moſt. neceſſary to the continus; 
ing ſerious Chriſtianity in the World. With- 


out it, our Religion were but res unius ata- 


tis, The, Buſineſs of an Age. For how un- 


likely, were it, and abſurd to ſappoſe; that 


a Man ſhould. ſeriouſly devote his Child to 
God, that never devoted Himſelf; And if. 
that were done never ſo ſeriouſly. muſt one 
be a Chriſtian always, only by the Chrifti- 


or other then, a Man muſt devote himſelf to 
God in Chri 10 or be, at length, no Chriſt;+; 
an. And fince he muſt, the Nature of the. 
Thing ſpeaks, that the wore Solemn, and Ex- 
preſs it 18, the better, and wore ſuitable to a 
Tranſadion with ſo great à Majeſty. 

And hath not common Reaſon taught the 
World, to fix a trauſilus, and ſettle ſome. 
time, or other, wherein Perſons ſhould be. 
reckon d to have paſt out of their State 
Infancy, or Minority, into the State of * 
hood, or an Adult State; wherein, though 


before, they could not legally tranſact Af. 


fairs for themlelves, yet afterwards they 
could. This Time, by the Conſtitutions of 
{eyeral Nations, and = ſeveral Purpoſes, 


bath been diverſh fix t. But they were not 


fo he look't upon as Children always, Some 
tre 


«3 
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| time they come to write Man. ls it reaſon- 
able one ſhould be a Child,” and a Minor 
in the Things of God and Religion all his 
Days? Always in Nonage ? Sometime they 
maſt be Men in Underſtanding, 1 Cor. 14. 
20. And have their Senſes exerciſed to 40. 

cern between Good and Evil, Heb. 5. 14. 
"Yea, and there is far greater Reaſon we 
ſhould Perſonallßj, and Sylemuly, tranſact 
this great Affair with God, than any Con- 
cern we have with Men. F or, among Men, 
we may have 4 Right by natural Deſcent, | 
or by valrable Confiderations,” to what we 
enjoy, which may be clear, and little li- 


ble 10 Queſtion. © From God we have nod 


Right, but by bis Favour, and Vouchſafe- 
ment. You are his Children, if ever you 
come to be ſo, but by Adopt jon. And He- 
| mane Adoption has been Come: to be com- 
pleated by a Solemniiy; the Perfon ts 4- 
dopt, being publickly ast (in that ſort of 
Adoption which was alfo called Arrogation) 
nitrum eum quem adoptaturus eſſet, juſtum fi- 
bi Klum e e velle . Whether he would bade 
| | "the Perſon to be as his own' very 
4 ! 5e. Son? And again, zl le qui adop- 
ſabatur — rum id fferi patere- 
tar? He that was to be adopted, wake he 
was Contented it fhonld be ſo? © | 
Nor again is there that Difineltnation to- 
wards Men, as towards God, or that prone- 
reefs to revolt from ſettled Agreements, with 
the 


te rational World) U 


| the one, as with tbe other. | Whereas Love 
ſumms up all the Duty of both the Table,; or 
which we owe both to God, and Man; * 18 
evident that, in our preſent lapſed State, our 
Lave to God is more impaired; than ts Mart. 
Indeed this latter ſeems only diminiſh, the 
other is deftroyed, and hath, by Nature, no 
Place in us; 2e only reſtores it. Where 
it is, in ſome Meafure reſtored, we find it 
more diſcult to exerciſe Love tawerds God, 
than Mew. Which the Apoftle's reaſoning | 
implies, ie . that loveth no bis 1 675 
Brother, wha be baths foew; Bow OO EOS 
can be lobe God whom be hath not ſeen? 
Who ſees. not that Serſfuativy hath buried 
nerate Man is 
faid to be ze the Fleſh, not as being only 
lodg'd in it, as all are alike, but 0 
by it, under its Pomer. ( As the Holy ” 
is ſaid wer — 45 * #he- ee 
85 on the Lords Day.) To * 

be 12 abe Filed is expounded. by © 
being and walking after it. Hence Men Fen 
ly Love and Savory the Things within this 
ſenſtble Sphere. They that ars after: the Fleſh; 
do only ſavour . Mags the Fe. Where 
the Negenerate, Divine Life's immplanted, e 
doth — habitare, 3s ill lodg'd, in Con- 
junction with à ſtrong remaining ſenſunl 
Incliuation. So that where the Soul is ſome- 
what raiſed by it, out of that Mie and Dirt, 
there ĩs a cominul decicency, à proneneſs to 

relapſe, 


| relap ſe, and ſink back into it. 
ons ach of an inviſibte Ruler 4 — Lord 
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mpreſſi 


Cas of all unſeen Things) are very eva. 
nid ; ſoon, in a great Degree, worn off, 


5 Eſpecially where: they were but in making, 


and not yet. throughly in-wrought into the 
Temper of the. Soul. Hence is that I. 


bility 1 in the Covenant of God. We are not 
ſo afraid, before, nor aſbamed, afterwards, | 
ol breaking Engagements with hin, as with 


Men, whom we are often to look in the Face, 
and Converſe with every Day 
Therefore there is the more need ade: of 


the ſtricteſt er, and moſt ſolemn. Obligati- iſ 
ons, that we can lay upon our ſelves. : How | 


_ apprehenſive. doth that Holy, 


Joſh. „Excellent Governour, - Foſbua, | 
ſeem of this, when he was ſhortly to leave 
the People under his Conduct 


And what urgent Means doth be uſe, to to 
bring them to the molt expreſs, ſolemn De- 


_ dication of themſelves to God, that was pol- 
(ible. Firſt repreſenting, the Reaſonableneſs 
and Equity of the Thing, from the many 


endearing Wondets of Mercy (as here the 
Apoſtle beſeeches theſe Romans by the Mer- 
cies of God) which he recounts from the 
beginning, to the 14th Verſe of that 24th 
Chapter. Then, thereupon: exhorting them 
to Fear the Lord and Serut kit in Sincerity, 
&c. in that 14th Verſe. Telling them, 
wichen, bo] they ſhould all reſolve * 

: WIle 


1 
6 
> 
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ie 7% 4 Man, what his n Reſolation 
vos, Verſe 15. And if it ſeem Evil unto you 
WW /erve the Lord, chooſe you this Day whom 
We will ſerve, whether the Gods which Jour 
athers ſerv d, that were on the other. ſide of 
he Flood, or the Gods of the  Amorites, in 
whoſe Land ye dwell : But as for me. and 
wy Houſe, we will ſerve the Lord. Taking 
alſo their expreſs Anſwer, which they give, 
Verſe 16, 17, 18. But, fearing they did not 
enough conſider the Matter, he, as it were, 
puts theme” back, ( eſteetning himſelf to have 
gotten an Advantage upon them 7 that they 
might come on again, with the more Vi- 
our and Force. Le cannot ſerve the Lord, 
r he is an Holy God : He 7s a jealous God, 
e will not forgive your Tranſgr tons nor 
your Sins. If you forſake the Lord, and 
ſerve ſtrange Gods, then he will turn and do 
you hurt, and conſume you, after that he hath 
None you good, Verſe 19, 20. Hereupon, 
according to his Expecbation and Deſign, 
they reinforce their Vow, Nay but we will 
Wſerve the Lord. And upon this, he cloſes 
with them, and takes faſt hold of them, 
Ie are Witneſſes ( ſaith he) againſt your 
W/clues, that ye have choſen the Lord to ſerve 
lim. And they ſay, We are Witneſſes, Ver. 
822. He exhorts them afreſh, and they en- 
gage over again, Verſe 23, 24. Thus a 
Covenant is made with them, Verſe 25. Af- 
ter all this a Record is taken of the whole 
| Tranſ- 


* 

U 
* 
- 


+ __ gen Pitches. 
" Ydnſation, is bool dowd, verſ. A5. "ak 


5 eee Sone {et up, to preſerve. the 
of this great Tranſat ion. And the 
5 IR tells thern, Behold this - Stone ; 

3 4 Witneſs unto us z for it hath heard 
the Words of the Lord which he ſpa ke unto us i 
W/; ſhall therefore be 4 Witneſs unto you, leſt) Yell 
defy mw God. Raad he diſtiſſes them, 


„„ 4 WS 


"tance, 
Nor hate 17 he 1 m e 


* which is generally ae to refer to * 
times of 75 Goſp pA). it is {0 expreſly fer 
down, One ſball 7 Jam the Lords, and 
eber all call himſelf by the Name of Jaaa; 
Aud another ſhall obſeribe with his Hand un 
to the Lord, and Sirname himſelf by the Nam 
Iſael. In the rendring of which Words 
Pl with the Hand the  Vorſom 
vary. Some Read Tuſe cribe in their Hana, 
the rds Name, "counting it an alluſion to 
| the ancient Cuſto aſton, 48 t ervants and Soldi- 
ers, that they were to carry Stampt upon the 
Palm of their Hands, the Name of their 

| Maſter or General. The S yridck Read to 
the ſame Senſe as we—Shall give an hand 
Writing to be the Lord. | That the, thing be 
done, and with great Seriouſneſs, Diſtinctneſi 
and Soſemnity, is, no doubt, highly reaſons 
ble, and neceffary, about he particular mans 
ner e not. 1 


Not 


have to object, but the bathward)re}s of bis 


ad Mankind. ( None, that the thing 3; 
LL U $i proceed from” ſom 7] e eÞ er R euſon tha f 


not only convinte; but amaze us, and even 


not the Devil Iabiſble ioo? And what 


an, by the urgency of Diſcontent, Envy, 


ſurely,” * but that Men have leſs” © © © 


rarely, Heb. 11. 


beim! And is this a Poſture; and 6; 
Lemper of Spirit towards the God ö 
hat made us, (the continual Spring of our 


of this thing, and of our own Caſe, (not ca- 


: 


ed difficulty in apply ing our ſelves to 


OI 5 Ty: Uſe. 


Nor can 1 ictigine what any Man. can 


por Heart to ah y Tatercourſe, Of Converſati. 
n with the i2vifeble God. Which is but an 
Argument of the miſerable Condition of de- 


wot to be done.) For, that bacmardneſt 
hat Goc I: Tnviffble, ' A Reaſon, thatfhould 


yerwheli out Souls in Sorrow' and La- 
mentation, to think what State the Nature 
and Spirit of Man is brought into]! For is 


Mreich is there ſo Silly and Ignorant, but 


and an Appetite of Revenge, find a way to 

fall into a'Leaguz wich him! Is this, that 
od is leſt Converſable with Men? Leſs will. 

ng to be found of them that ſeek Him? No 


„ 


ind, and Indination to ſeek endende. 


ife and Being ! ) In which it is fit for us to 
olerate our {elves ? Shall not the veceſſiiy 


pable of Remedy while we withhold our 
elves from God) overcome all the imagi- 


4 


doubted, but it will appear to be of commu 
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the thing it ſelf to be xeceſſary, It cannot bili 


| Concernment to ut all; aud that every an 
muſt apprehend. it is neceſſary to me, and 
to me, whether we have done it already, o 
not done it. If we have not, it cannot b 
done too ſoon; if we have, it cannot be 
done too often. And it may now be done. 
by Private, Silent Ejaculation, the convin 
ced, perſwaded Heart ſaying witbin it ſell, 
* Lord I conſent to be wholly thine, I 
bere reſign, and devote myſelf, abſolute) 
“ andextirely tothee. None of you knoyfi 
what may bein the Heart of another, to 
this purpoſe, even at this time, Why then 
ſhould not every one fear to be the only Pe- 
| ſon of thoſe who. now hear, that diſagree 
to it. If any finds. his Heart to reluctate and 
draw back, tis fit ſuch a one ſhould: conſ: 
der, I do not know but this ſelf-devoting dil 
poſition, and Reſolution is the common Seni 
of all thz reſt, even of all that are now preſent 
but mine. And who would not dread. to 
be the only One in an Aſſeubly, that ſhall 
refuſe, God ! Or refuſe himſelf to him! For, 
let ſuch a One think, what particular Rea : 
ſon can I have to Exclude my (elf fron : 
ſuch a conſenting Chorus Why ſhould Il 
ſpoil the Harmony, and give a diſagreeing - 
Vote? Why ſhould any Man be more will, 
ing to be Dutiſul and Happy than I? To J £ 
. 5 ju 
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f to Gd, or have him good to me 2 Why 
ſhould any One be. more willing to be ſ4- 
ved than 1? And to make One hereafter, in 
the Glorious, Innumerable, Joyful Aen. 
bly of Devoted Angels and Vabnty © that p pay 
an Eternal gladlom Homage to the Throne 
of the Celeſtial King? 

But if any find their Hearts inenning⸗ jet 
what is now begun, be more fully compleated in 
the Cloſet and let thoſe Walls | 0 as * Joſhua's . 
fone ) hear, and bear Witneſs ! 

Leſt any ſhould not conſent, at that all 
may conſent wore freely, and more largely ; 


I call in a few Words ſhew what ſhould in- 


duce to it, and what it ſhould induce. © 
1. Mat ſhould induce to it. You have ; 
divers ſorts of Indacements. 

Such as may be taken from rece ty. For 
what elſe can you do with your fe elf > You 
cannot be Happy without it, For who ſhould 
make you ſo but God ? And how ſhall he, 
while you hold off your ſelves from him > 


You cannot but be Miſerable, not only as 


not having engaged him to you, but as baving 
engaged him againſt you. 
sS Sychas may be taken from Eau, You 
are hjs right. He hath a zatzral right in 
you, as he is your Maker, the Alber of 
your Being, And an acquired right 28 you 
were bought by his Son, who hath he 
Redeemed as tO God, and who REY *g. 
dyed, roſe again, and revived, that be v 
- | 
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be Lord of the living and the dead, here, toff 
rule, hereafter, to judge us. Both which 
he can do whether we will or no. But tig 
not to be thought he will ſave us -gainſt ou 
Will. His Method is whom he ſaves, firſt 
to overcome, 3. e. to make them willing, in 
the Day of his Power. And dare we, who 
live, move, and have. our being in him, re- 
fuſe to be, live, and move to him ? Or de- 
ny the Lord who bought uu? + 
And again, Such as way be taken from 
Ingenuity, or that (ſhould Work upon it, 
viz. (What we are beſought by, in the 7. ext) | 
the Mercies of God. How manifold are they 
But they are the Mercies. of the Goſpel. eſpeci- 
ally, mentioned in the foregoing Chapter, 
4. are thus refer d unto in the beginning 
of this, the transferring what the Jews for-| 
feited and loſt, by their unbelief, unto us 
| Gentiles, That Myſtery (as this Apoſtle 
elſewhere calls it, Epheſ. 3. 4, 5, 6.) which 
in other Ages was not made bn mn unto the 
Sons of Men, as it is nom revealed. unto. his 
Holy Apoſtles and Prophets by the Spirit ; That 
the Gentiles ſhould be fellow-heirs, ax, of the 
ſame Body, and partakers of bis Promiſe in 
Chriſt, by the Goſpel. In reference. whereto 
he io admiringly cries out a little above the 
Text ( chap. 11. 33.) ag O the depth both 
of the Wiſdom and and Knowledge. of God 
How unſearchable are his Judgments, and his 
8 paſt un out? The Mercies of which 
| | it 
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t is fail, J. 5 5. I, 2, 3. Ho every one that 
irſteth come to the Waters, and he that hath 
„Money: Come ye, buy and cat, yea come, 
Muy Wine and Milk without Money, and with-. 
put Price. Wherefore do ye ſpend your Money 
or that which is not Bread, and your Labour for 
hat which ſatisfieth not? Hearken diligently 
nto me, and eat ye that which is good, and let 
your Soul delight it ſelf in fatneſs. Encline 
our ear, and come unto me ; hear, and your 
Poul ſhall live, and I will make an everlaſtingCo. 


5 erant with ou, even the ſure Mercies of David. 
) hich free and ſure Mercies are heightned, a- 
V | 01s, by the lame doth endearing and are. 
M Circumſtance, that theſe Mercies, are of- 


fered to us, z. in conjunction with the 
Wctting before our Eyes, the monitory tre- 
mendous Example of a forſaken Nation that 
ejected them, intimated verſe 5. Behold thou 
alt call a Nation that thou knoweſt not, and 


iin, that know not thee ſhall run unto thee. 
e caſe whereof our Apoſtle ſays, 1 88 
„in the foregoing Chapter La, 
„vas ver) bold, when, ſpeaking of it (in a- 


„ nother Place) he uſes the e 
„Words, I am ſonght of them that 
atled not for mee I am found of them that 
ought me not ; I ſaid ; Behold me, Behold 
me, unto a Nation that was not called by my 
Name. He was bold in it indeed, to men- 
tion ſuch a thing to a People, unto whom 
h Jealous Gloriation in the Peculiarity of 

i „ D 3 their 


Iſa. 65. | 1. r 
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their Priviledg'd State, their being without 
Partners or Rivals, for ſo long a Time, 
in their Kelation, and nearneſs to God, was 
grown ſo natural. And who took it ſo 
impatiently, when our Saviour did but in- 
timate the ſame * to them 4 Para- 
„ bles, as that they ſought imme- 
vt. 25.45.45 Jiately to lay n for | 
that very Reaſon. So unaccountable a He 
perverſeneſs of Humour reigned with ol 
them, that they envied to others, what they WM” 
deſpiſed themſelves. [” 
t 


But, on the other Hand, nothing ought 
more highly to recommend thoſe Mercies 
to us, or more engage us to accept them 
with gratitude, and improve them with. a 
Cautious Fear, of committing a like forfei- 
ture, than to have them brought to our 
Hands, redeemed from the Contempt of the 
former deſpiſers of them; and that, ſo ter- 
ribly, vindicated upon them, at the ſame 
Time ; as it alſo ſtill continues to be. 
That the natural Branches of the Olive 
ſhould be torn off, and we inſerted. That 
there ſhould be ſuch an Inſtance given us, 
of the Severity, and Goodneſs 
of God. To then that fell, Se- 
verity; but to ut, Goodneſs, if we continue 
in his Goodneſs, to warn us that, other- 
wie, we may expect to be cut off too! 

And that we might. apprehend, if he ſpared 
#208 the natural Branches, he. was as little 
Ee 9115 ff e 


Chap. 11. 
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Wikely: to' So 21 Ther when be came to iy. 
mn and they received hin bt, he ſhonld* 
make ſo free an offer to us, that if we would 
yet receive him (which if we do, we are, 

as hath been faid, to yield up and Dedi- 
care our ſelves to him at the fame Time 9 
ye ſhould have the Priviledge, fo be own- 
d for the Sons of God What ſhould ſo 
loblige us to Compliance with him, and 
make us wich an ingenuous trembling fall 

before him, and (crying to him my Lord 
and my God) reſign our ſelves wholly, : 
to his Power and Pleaſure, 

And even 5 Mercier, more abſtra#ly. 
conſidered, ought to have that Power up- 
on W. Were we not loſt? Are we not 
reſcued from a Neceſſity of Periſhing, and 
being loſt for ever, in the moſt coſtly 
Way? Coſtly, to our Nedeemer, but 0 ut, 
without "coſt, Is it a mal Thing, that he 
Here bimſelf to us, as he doth, when he 
demands ws, and requires that we offer our 
ſelves to him. That be, in whom is all 
the fulneſs of God, having firſt offered him- 
felf for-as, doth how offer himſelf alſo to 
us. That he hath treated us, hitherto, 
with ſuch Indulgence, waited on us with 
fo long Patience, ſuſtained us by ſo large 
Bounty. And now, upon all, When it 
might be Thought we ſhould be commu- 
ning with our own Hearts, diſcourſing the 
NY with our ſelves, What ſhall we ren- 

{MS der 2 


der? That. be ſhould (ay. to us ſo ſhort)j 


fullneſs, for the Poor, Tndigent, and Ne 


ing Upon us! That here, we are to key 


dell in Goa 50 18 e 5 till the:ſeaſon 
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and compendiouſly render your Selves? 5 
th.t too much? Are we tog 7nconſederablef 
to be his, or his Mercies 100 inconſederablelf 
to oblige us to be ſo? The Mercies that 
flow ſo freely from: bim, for he is the Fu 
ther of  Mercies, \' The Mereies that are ſo 
ſuitable to 16, Pardon to the Guilty, 2 
to them that dell in Darkneſs, 11 0 
the Dead, a rich Partion and All- ſufficien 


cel ons. The Aercies that we are encou- 

raged to ex we as well as what we enjoy 
The great Good laid ub in-ſtore! The ler. 
ies of Eternity to be added to thole o 
Time. The ee of both Worlds, meet. 


n. ſelves in the Love F God 
waiting for the Mercy of our Lord 
Jeſus Chris unto Eternal Life! That; look 
ing for that bleſſed. Hope, our Life mn 
Ni in the mean Time, be tranſacted wil 
him. That we may abide in the fearet\ 
1 ee, and dwelling in Loe, ma) 


come, when we ſhall be able more fully. to 
underſland his Love, and return our own! 
Nor are the Fuvours of his. Providence. to 
be There liule of, jn the Time of ou 
Earth ly Pilgrimage, 311 
And now, if all this do Ekefally i 
Auce ys thus b to Kals our ſelves. 


x. Wi 
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2. We are next to conſider what our ha- 
ving done is, ought further to indure us unto. 
In the General, it ought to be an Induces 
ment to us (as we may well apprehend) 
to behave our ſelves anſwerably to ſuch a State, 
as we are, hereby; brought into, if we nom 
firſt dedicated our ſelves to him, and are con- 
firmed in, by our Iterations of it. For he 
| takes no Pleaſure in Foole, therefore having 
vow'd our ſelves to him, to ſerve; and live to 
him, let us Pay what we have Vowed. 
Better it had been not to Vow, than to Vow 
and not Pay; and, inſtead of the reaſonable 
Sacrifice he required of us, to give him only 
the Sacrifice of Fools. We are, upon ppecial 
Terms, and for ſpecial Ends, peculiur to the 
moſt high God. They that are thur Bie, are 
Nee eee 
us Kings and Prieſts. Both ' 
thoſe Offices and Dignities have ſometime 
met in the ſame Perſon: And to Gad and 
his Father, i e. for him. Not that both 
thoſe Offices do terminate upon God, or that 
the Work of both is to be pei formed to- 
ward i him, but our Lord Jeſus, it being the 
deſign of hir Father we ſhould be brought 
into that hiah, and honourable Station, 
hath effected it, in Compliance with his De- 
ſign, and hath ſerved his Pleaſure, and Pur- 
poſe in it. Je hath done it to, j. e. for 
him. So that, to God,; and his Father may 
be refer'd to Chrift's Action, in making #s 
"4410-5 „5 Kings 
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Kings and Prieſts, not to ours, being made 


ſuch. Let the one of theſe refers to God 


immediately, the other to our ſelves.” Holy 
and Good Men are Kings in Reference to 
themſelves, in Reſpect of their Self Dommi- 
nion into which they are now reſtored, ha- 
ving been, as all unregenerate Perſons are, 
Slaves to Vile, and Carnal Affections, and 
Inclinations. The Minds of the Regenerate 


reſin d, rectify d, Spiritual Mind, is inthro- 
ned; lift up into its proper Authority, over 
all ſenſual Inclinations, Appetitions, Luſts 
and Paſſions. A glorious Empire! foun- 
ded in 'Conqueſt, and managed, afterwards 
when the Victory is compleat (and in the 
mean Time, in ſome Degree, while Judge- 
ment ic in bringing forth unto Victory) by a 
ſteady, ſedate Government, in moſt perfect 
Tranquility and Peace. 
But they are Prieſts in Reference io God, the 
Buſineſs of their .Office, as ſuch, tetminates 
upon him. For him they worſhip and ſerve, 
- Waorfoip is either ſabial, external and cir- 
cumftantial, that of worſhipping Societies, 
conſidered according to its exteriour Part. 
Herein One is appointed by ſpecial Office to 
do the part of a Prieſt, for the reſt. | In this 
Senſe all are not Prieſt. eight; Fire os 1 

Or elle. it is ſolitary, internal, ſubſtantial 
and ſpiritual wherein they either worſhip a- 
lone, aud apart by themſelves, or being in 


Con jun- 


* 


are made Spiritual, and now with them: the 
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onjunction with others, yet. their . 


pirits within them work direct ly, and aſpire. 


| pwards to God. And as to this more noble 
part of their Worſhip, every Holy Man is 


is own Prieſt. D 
And this is the double Dignity of every 
oly, Devoted Soul. They are thus Kings, 
nd Prieſts, govern themſelves, and ſerte 
od. While t ey govern, they ſerve. iS Ex- 


rciſe Authority over themſelves, with moſt 


ubmiſs Veneration of God. Crowned, 


ind Enthroned; but always in a readineſs 
co caſt down their Crowns at the Footſtool of 


The i Celeſtial Throne. 


Into this State they come by Self Dedica- 


ion. And now ſurely, tis not for ſuch to 
demean themſelves at a Vilgar eb 1 


Rate. They are of the ixwnae . 


pri, the Church of the firſt-born written 


ones, that is, al composd, and made up 
of ſuch (as that Expreſſion lignities. ) Firſi- 
born in a true (tho not the moſt eminent) 


Jenſe; being Sort by the firſt, i. e. the 


ring and al 8 925 of Birth, in 
reſpect whereof they are laid to A 
be begotten again by the Word „ 8. 
of Truth, that they ſhould be a kind of 


| 5 11 of the Creatures of God. And this i 
ITwofold „ bas is the Priviledge of their 


Birthrigbt ( as anciently it was.) Are you 
devoted to Bod? Have you Dedicated your 
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2 271 > Hereby you are arrived to this Dig: 
For! in the above- mentioned Place it 


+ It. is (aid Te are come, you ate 
Heb. 12. actually, already, adjoin'd to 
that Church, and are the real preſent Mem- 
bers of that Holy Community. For you are 
related and united to him of 
Epic! wb the Family of Heaven and 
Earth is named; are of the houſhold, and 
the Sons of God, hi, under that peculiar 
Notion, when you have Dedicated your 
ſelves to him. Tou cannot but apprehend 
there are Peculiarities of Behaviour, in your 
after-condut, and management of your 
ſelves that belong to you, and muſt An- 
ſwer, and correſpond to your being, in this 
Senſe; his. Some Particulars whereof I ſhall 
briefly mention. 
You ſhould each of you, often reflect upon 
it, and bethink your ſelf what you have done; 
and whoſe you nom are. I am the devoted 
Ore of the moſt high God. It was one of 
the Precepts given by a Pagan to his Diſ- | 
RY cCciples. Think with your ſelf, 
| "bo upon all Occaſions, I am 4 
« .Philoſapher. What a World of Sin, and 
Trouble might that Thovght, often re- 
new d, prevent, T am a Chriſtian, One de- 
voted to God in Chriſt, Your having done 
this Thing, ſhould cloath your Mind with 
wew Apprebeuſio: fang, both F God, and your 
Halbe, TORT he is not now a Stranger to 
you, 
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you, but your God, that you are not unre- 
lated to him, but his. 1 was an Enemy, now 
am reconciled. I was. a common, propbamt 
Thing, now Holineſs to the Lord: Tis 
ſtrange to think how Ore Het doth ſome- 
times Habit, and Tincture a Man's. Mind ; 
whether in the kind o®Good, or Evil. To 
ave committed an Act 222 » What 
n horrid Complexion of Mind did Cain bear 
with him hereupon. To have dedicated ane 
f to God, if ſerionfly, and duly done; 
would it have leſs Power to poſſeſs One; 
with an Holy, Calin, | Peaceful /Temper of 
ind? Fu A Dre anne dee 
You ſhould, hereupon, charge hour ſelf 
with all ſuitable Duty towards him. For you 
have given your (elf to him 1% ſerve bim, 
hat is your very Buſineſs. Tou are bis; 
and are to do hie Mori, not your own, o- 


r T ³˙ w ¶ . 


F therwiſe than as it falls in with his, and 
8 18s. e £1 RE 
WW You are to Diſcharge your ſelf of all un- 
 {Wvitable Cares, for will not he take Care of 
„ own, Who hath put ſo ill a Note upon 
them that do not? He that provideth not for 
„ own, (his Domeſticks ) thoſe of hit own 


Houſe, hath denyd the Faith, and it worſe 
than an Infidel 2. Will you think, he can be 
ke ſuch a One? Who 2 It not the Children 
ff a Prince, ſhould live free from Care? 
You ſhould moſt deeply concern your 
ſelf about his Concernments, without any 
1077 Appre- 


56 Self Dedication. 
Apprehenſion or fear that he will neglel 
thoſe that are woſ# truly yours. And ate ng 
to be indifferent how his Iutereſt thrivg 
or is depreſt in the World; is increaſt, offi 
diminiſht. They that are hi ſhould let M 
Aﬀairs engroſs their Cares, and Thoughts, 
Lou ſhould abandon all ſuſpicious, half 
Thoughts of him. When, in the Habit 
bent of your Spirits, you deſire to pleaſ 
him, it is moſt injurious to him, to think 
he will abandon, and give you up to peril 
or become your Enemy. Tis obſervable 
what Care was taken among the Roman, 
Ne quid dedititiis hoſtile illatum fit. Tha 
#o_Hoſtility might be uſed towards them ibi 
had ſurrendred themſelves. Can Men exce 
God in  praiſe-worthy Things? Tou en 
think nothing of God more contrary to hi 
Goſpel, or his Nature, than to ſurmiſe'h 
will deſtroy one that hath ſurrender'd t 
and bears a Loyal Mind towards him. Ani 
when you give others Occaſion to ſay hj 
own, they that have devoted themſelves to hi 
dare not truſt him? You are taught to ſay 
1 am thine ſave me, not to ſuſpect he wil 
Ruine you. They do ſtrangely miſhapt 
Religion, conſidering, in how great Part, i 
conſiſts i #raſting God, and living a Lf 
of Faith, that frame to themſelves a Rel 
gion made up of Diſtraſts, Doubts, and 

You 


4 
7 4 _ 
* 


Tou would r to. alienate your RA 
from him. Which (as Sacriledge is one of 
the moſt deteſtable of all Sins, 4 robbing af 
od) is the . moſt deteſtable Sacriledge. 

ou ure 0 aer your 15 entirely of 

one that is g 

10 165 apart for hiamſelf. 1 
Yea, and you are not only to reſerye, bu 
o your uttermoſt, to improve, and better 
your {elves for him daily. To aſpire to 
an Excellency, in ſome meaſure, ſuitable to 
your Relation. To walk worthy o God 'who 

5 called you to his Kingdom ænd Glory, 
i Thefl, 2. 12. remembring you are here t 
elorifie him, and. hereafier io be Horified me 
him. 

And who is there of us that finds. not 
himſelf under ſufficient Obligation, by the 
Mercies of God, unto all this? Or to whom 
he may not ſay, in a far more eminent 
enſe, than the 4 ſpeaks it to PHalenron, 

thou oweſt even thy ſelf alſo unto me? Will 
we refuſe to give Gi what we owe? Orcan 
we think it fit, in it ſelf; Me ſhonld be 
no otherwiſe bzs, than (as one well 
* ſays) Fields, Woods, and Mountains, and 
* brate Beaſts £ And 1 may adde, can it be 
comfortable to ns, he ſhould haxe no. other 
Intereſt in us than he hath in Devils? Is 
there no Difference in the Caſe of reaſona- 

W ble Creatures and unreaſonable? Theirs who 
| {WMprofeſe devotedæeſi to * and theirs who 
are 
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are his profeſs Enemies? The one ſort, thro 
natural Incapacity, cannot, by conſent, hy 
bis, and the other, throngh an invincible My 
lignity, never will? Are there no Mere 
(confer d or offered) that do peculiarly ob 
lige us more? Let us be more frequent, aui 
ſerious in recounting our Mercies, and ſei 
our ſelves on Purpoſe to enter into the N. 
mory of God's great goodneſs, that we my 
thence, from Iime to Time, urge upon ou, 
ſelves this great and comprebenſive Duty, 
And at this Time,” being here together ot 
Purpoſe, let us conſider, and reflect afreſh 
upon that eminent Mercy, which you art 
wont Commemorate in 'the-yearly return of 
this Day. | 1 Ns 
Aud that I may, more particularly, di 
rect my Speech the ſame Way, that the Voice 
of that memorable Providence 4 eſpecialy 
direFed. "You are, my Lotd, to be more pe. 
culiarly beſought by the Mercies of God, 
that you would, this Day dedicate jour ſelf 
WD, ESSE Wo a) 9590 VO! -T 
I do beſeech therefore you, - by the mary 
endearing Mercies, which God hath ſo plen. 
tifully confer'd upon you,” by the Mercies of 
your noble Extraction, and Birth, by the 
Mercies of your very Ingenious and Pious 
Education, by the Mercies of your Family, 
which God hath made to deſcend to you from 
your honourable Progenitors ( which, as 
they are capable of being improved, may be 
1225 ver 
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very valuable Mercies.) By the Blood, 


neger of all your, other Mercies. How | 
UE ee it to paſs that this Day comes not to be 
WW ;cmrembred, by your noble Relatives as x 
"8 black, 47d 4 gloomy Day, the Day, of the 
no Extinction of the prefent Light, and Luſtre 


of your Family; 4d, of quenching their 
Coal which was left K 244 great Pre- 
ſerver, who, we hope, delivered you becauſe 


b delighted in you; Tour Lile war preci- 
oss, in his Sight. Your Breath was in his 
8 Hand; he preſerved, and renewed it to you, 
ah when you were ready. to breath your , Laſt. 


And we hope he will Vouchſafe you that great 
$= $63 Sh 1} © we + hm 2 : 

er Deliverance, not to let you fall under the 

Charge "which was. once exhibited againſt 4 


1 great Man, Dan. 5. 23. The God in whoſe 
Hands thy Breath is — haſt thou not glo- 
ged. And: make you rather capable of adapt- 


77g thoſe Words, Plalm 42. 8. Yet the Lord 


75 will command bis loving Kindneſs in the 
" Day Time, and in the Night bis Song ſhall | 
% be with me, and my Prayer unto the God 


of my Life. Tour Acknowledgments are not 
FL Ree | E to 
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"ob Day to Day his Loving Kindneſs, and | 
your Prayer and Praile are to compoſe your 
res, the one, to ſhew you, the other, to 
de unto you yeur a and Evening 


hath bated it for yon, and made it à great 
Day in your Time. You have now en- 


And, we all hope, ,you will enjoy many 


Mercy was that of this Diy. 


to be limited to one Day in the Tear; butl 


PR rnd 


exerciſe. © Let this be your Reſolution, Every 
Day will I bleſs thee : And I will Praiſe 
thy Name for ever and ever, Pſalm 145. 2. 
or that, Pſalm 104. 33. I will ſing unto the 
Lord as long as I live: I will {ing Praiſe 
unto my Cod, while I have my being. 

Yet your more ſolemn Acknoledge- 
ments are jnſely pitcht upon this Day. Ga 


6 2 —˙ 1K — Mod — 2 — et 3 


joy'd a Septennium, ſeven Years of Mercies, 


more, which may all be called the Poſte- 
rity of that Days Mercy. It was the Parent 
of them all; ſo pregnant and productive a 


You do Ge it to the Mercy of this Day, 
that you hive yet a Life to devote to the 
Greit Lord of Heaven and Earth; and to 

imploy in the World for him. And would 
you think of any leſs noble Sacrifice? 

#ſchines (the Philoſopher ) out of his 
Admiration of Sol rates, when divers pre- 
ſented him with other Gifts, made a ten- 
der 10 him of himlelf. Leſs was thought 
an inluthcient Acknowledgment, of the 
Worth abd Favours of a Man! Can any 

I Thing 


Sell Dedication,  G&x © 
Thing leſs be Thought | worthy of” 'p. 
God? 

doubt not you intend,” my Lord, a Life 

of Service to the God of your Life. 'You 
would not, I preſume, Lehe ign to ſerve 

him, under any other Notion, than as his. 

By dedicating your ſelf to him you become 

, in the peculiar. Senſe. It is our Part, 

in the Covenant which muſt be between 

God, and Os. I enter'd into Covenant with 

thee, and thou becameſt mine, Ezek. 16.8. 
This is the Ground of a ſettled Relation, 
which we are to bear towards him, as his 
Levante. Tis poſſible I may do an occa- 
nal Service for one whoſe Servant I am 
not. But it were mean that a great Perſon 
ſhould only be ſerv'd by the Servants of 
an ther Lord. To be ſerv'd but precari- 
ouly, and, as it were, upon Courteſie, on- 
ly, true ereatueſs would diſdain; as if his 
Quality did not admit to have Servants of 
is own. 

Nor can it be thought a ſerjous Chriſtian 
in bowſozver digni.ying Circumſtances ) 
nould reckon himſelf too great to be bis 
Yervant, when even an Heathen __ 
pronounces Deo ſervire eſt * : 
ze, To ſerre God is to Reign. A Re- 
igious Nobleman of France 
whoſe Affection I commend, 
Ye than this External EXPIel> 
ion of it) tells us he made à Dez of 
£3 Gift, 


enecad,. 


Mounſieur d2 
Renmty. 


nut, whoſe life 
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Gift, of himſelf to God, ſigning it with bis 
bod. He | 


2 


own Blood. He was much a greater Man 
that fo often ſpeaks in that Style Thy Ser- 
pant, that tis plain he took Pleaſure in it, 
and counted it his ' bigheit Glory. Stablifh 
thy Word unto thy Servant, who 3s devoted 
to thy Fear, Plalm 119. 38. Thy Servant 
Thy Servant, O Lord, the Son of th 
Handmaid (alluding to the Law by which 
the Children of Bond-ſervants were Ser- 
vants by Birth) thou haſt broken my Bonds, 
Pſalm 116. haſt (. d.) releaſed me from 
worſe Bonds, that I might not only be pa. 
tient, but glad to be under thine. 
Nor was he a mean Prince *, in his Time, 
who, at length, abandoning the 
* Cantacuxe- Pleaſures, and Splendour of his 
alſo,among m. 04 Court ( whereof many like 
ny other remar- Examples might be given) fe. 
table 1ing*, tired and aſſumed the Name of 
ſtrangeh pre- Chriſtodulus, A Servant of Chriſ,Wl 
Fa ef n accounting the Glory of he 
Horſes Name did out-(hine, not only 
that of his other illuſtrious T+ 
tles, but of the Imperial Diadem too] 
There are very few in the World, whom 
the too-common Atheiſm can give Temp 
tation unto, to think Religion an IgnomY 
ny, and to count it a Reproach to be tit 
devotcd Servant of the moſt high God; bu 
have it at Hand to Anſwer themſelve 
even by Humane (not to ſpeak of ll. 
= 71 | 


jgher Ar gelical ) Inſtances, that he nar 5 
en ſerved by greater than we. 
vou are, my Lord, ſhortly to enter up- 
n the more Publick Stage of the World. 
You will enter with great Advantages of 
hereditary Honour, Fortune, Friends with 
he greater Advantage of (I hope) a well 
yltivated Mind, and (what is yet great- 
7), of a pioully inclined Heart. But you 
Vill alſo enter with Diſadvanages too, It 
Sis a /ippery Stage; It is a divided Time 3 
wherein there is Intereſt againſt Intereſt ; 
Pariy againſs Party. Jo have, ſeriouſly, 
and with a pious Obſtinacy dedicated your 
ſelf to God, will both direct, and foi 
Ou. 
3 know no Party in which nothing. is 15 
amiſs. Nor will that Meaſure, let you think 
it adviſeab le, to te of any; further than to 
unite with what there is of real, true God- 
lineſs, among them 4d. Neicher is there 
any ſurer Rule, or Meaſure for your Dire- 
Fion, than this to take the Courſe, and 
Way, which is moſt agreeable to a State of - 
Devotedneſs to God. Reduce all Things 
elle, hither. Whereſoerer you believe, in 
your Conicience, there is a ſincere Deſrgn 
for the Intereſt and Glory of God; the 
Honour or Safety of your Prince, the real 
good and welfare of your Countrey, there 
you are to fall in, and adhere. And the 
mY of theſe comprehends the reſt, You 
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will nat be the 1% inclined but much th 
more, to give Ceſar the Things that an 
Ceſar's, for your giving God the Thing 
that are Gods. And that is (as hath been 
ſaid) principally, and in the „irſt Plaut 
your ſelf; and then all that is yours, to 
be uſed according to his Holy Rules, and 
for him, whoſe you are. bt 
And what can be to you the Ground of 
an higher Fortitude >? Can they be unſafe 
that have devoted themſelves to (God 2 De- 
dicate your ſelf, and you become a Sanctu- 
ary (as well as a Sacrifice) inviolably 
ſafe in what Part, and in what Reſpetts, 
it is conſiderable to be ſo. And who can 
think themſelves unſafe being, with perſe- 
vering Fidelity, ſacred to God; that under 
ſtand who: he is; and conſider his Power, 
and Dominion, over both Worlds, the pre- 
- ſent, and that which is to come. So as 
that he can puniſh, and Reward, in both; 
as Men prove falſe, or faithful to him. 
The Triumphs of Wickedneſs are ſhort, in 
this World. In how - glorious Triumph 
will Religion, and devotedneſs to God, end, 
in the other? 
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| 675 Privied for, = Sol by Tho. Paths: | 


hurſt, at the Bible and Three Crowns in Cheap- 
ſide, near Mercers Chappel.” A wo 


7 Thoughtfulneſs for the Motrow, with an Ap: 
pendix eoncerning the Immediate Deſire of Fore- 

when Things to come. 

The Redeemers Tears wept over loſt Souls, in a 

reatiſe on Lule 19. 41, 42. With an Appendix, 

herein ſomewhat is occaſionally diſcourſed concern- 

g the Sin againſt the Hol Ghoſt, and how God is 

id to will the Salvation of them that periſh, 

Of Charity in reference to other Mens Sins. 

A Sermon directing what we are to da after a leis 

nquiry, whether or no we truly love God. 

Two Sermons preach d upon theſe Words, ried 

ur ſelves to God, 

K Funeral Sermon for Mrs. Eſther. 8 amp ſon, late 


lovemb. 24. 1689. 
The Carnali:y ol Religions Ce; in Td 


oad-ſtreet. 


A Calm and Sober Enquizy concerning the Poſſibi- 
In of Worth; occafioned by the lately Publiſhed 


e Trinity. By Dr. Wallis, Dr. Sze-lock, Dr. Cud- 

7th, &e. Together with certain Letters (hitherto 
publiſhed ) formerly written to the ber Dr. 
alis on the ſame Subject. 


in A Letter to a Friend concerning a Poſtſeript to the 
hs etence of Dr. Sherloct's Notion of the Trinity in U- 
1 oy, relating to the Calm Enquiry on tl ſame 

0 


) 
A View of that Lat of the late Gn ons ad- 
reſt to H. H. about the Trimty, which: concerns the 
dber Enquiry on that Subject. 


ewoman Mrs. Fadith Hammond, late Wife of the 


ein London. 
Mr. Richard Adams, Funeral Sermon. | 
Mr. Marker Mead 's Funcral Sernon. Ihe 


* 


N 
TER nnn e 
: | 


iſe of Henry | Sampſon, Dr. of Phyſic ick, "who Diel | 
ermons, Preached at the W mene Lecture in 


ty of a Trinity in the God-head, in a Leiter to a Per- 


onſiderations on the Explications of che Doctrine of 


A Funeral Sermon on the Death of that Fious Ger 


evcrend Mr. George Hammond, Miniſter of the Go- | 
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45 The Firtt and Second Part of e MW 
28 the Reverend Mr. Jobs, Hie, bmiſter of 
oſpel | | 
* ＋ he E Fountain of Lite open d, of a Dißßtay k ch Oht 
in his Eſſential Mediatorial Glory; containing 
Iwo Sermons. on Various Texts. Wherein the 
biet an of ot Redemption by Jeſus Chriſt's 
pnfolded, as it was begun, carried on, and find 
y bis Covenant-Tranſaction, - Myſterious Inca 
on, ſolemn(Call and Dedication, blefſed Office 
Abaſement and Supereminent Advancement. 
A Treatiſe of the Soub of Man, wherein the Dil 
Original, excellent and immortal Nature of the 
are opened; its Love and Inclination to the Bl 
with the Neceſſity of its Separation from it, confi 
and improved. The Exiſtence, Operations and Si 
of ſeparated Souls both in Heaven and Hell imm 
ately after Death, aſſerted, diſcuſſed, and vavid 
Applied. Divers knotty and difficult Queſtions a0 
- depirted Souls, both Philoſophical and Theblogk 
(ate and determined. 

The Method of Grace in bringing Gene the Etefj 
Redemption, contrived by the Father, and ac 
pliſned by the Son, thro the Effectual Applicaridn 
the Spirit unto God's Elect, being the Sccond Vart 
_ Goipel Redemption. 

The Divine Conduct or Myſterz 5 of Drin pia 
"Hence, its Being and Efficacy aſſerted and vindicatl 
All the Methods of Providence in our Courſe of Þ 
Speer, with Directions how to apply and 1mpg 
_ ahem 
Navigation Spiritualiz'd, ora New Com = : 
men, conſiſting of Thirty Two Points of Peak 9 
ſervations, profitable Applications, ſerious Retlcchil 

all concluded vith ſo many Spiritual Poems, &c..3 
A Saint indeed, the great Work of a Cbritiag 
A Touchſtone of Sincerity, or Signs of Gfacepl 


| Symptoms of Hypocriſie, being the Second Patt of 
Saint indeed?” 


* 


the Death of Friends. 
1 Husbandry Spiritualigd, or the Heavigly vi 
ns 10P e ie Theſe Nine by Mr. 7. Job — 


